Sales tax questions need answers

Senate Joint Resalution 36 was
introduced in the Oregon Legislature,
which would place on the ballot an
amendment to the Oregon Constitution
establishing a sales tax.

This would not be the first time
approval of an amendment has been
placed on the ballot. Oregon is one of
only five states without a sales tax.

As a minimum, the following ques-
tions should be answered in order for
Oregon voters to once again consider a
sales tax.

1. What is the state trying to
achieve by implementing a sales tax?
Is the additional tax revenue neces-
sary to meet current and/or future
needs? Are the current or new re-
quirements discretionary?

2. What efforts have been made to
contral or reduce revenue require-
ments? Are the new requirements for
funding necessary or merely a lack of
establishing prioritics? How will the
voters be assured these additional
funds don't postpone the need to ad-
dress expenditures?

3. Is there any efficiency that can
be achieved with the arrival of new
revenucs? Does thigﬁ new revenue
reduce state govermment's need to be
accountable for expenditures?

4. How much of
the future needs for
funding are a result
of new require-
ments placed on
existing programs?
An example would
be additional re-
quirements placed
on our public edu-
cation system.

S. Does the sales tax only reflect the
state's lack of accountability, the lack
of commitment and/or the capacity to
create solutions?

6. How will the voters be convinced
the state will be held acoountable if
they can merely increase revenue to
make up for the lack of commitment
to the best decisions for all parties? If
the current members of state govern-
ment are not held accountable by their
oath of office, why would they all of a
sudden hold themselves accountable?

7. What options are available to
increase revenue other than a sales
tax? Is the sales tax preferred because
it gives the state an immediate boost
in revenue?

8. Does a constitutional amendment
give the state the authority to tax Ore-
gonians at will, without requiring vot-
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er approval? How will the taxpayers
be assured that the sales tax is not
merely a stopgap? Will there be con-
tinued efforts to raise more revenue
from different sources?

9. Why have voters, in the past,
voted against the amendment? Have
the voters rejected this amendment
because they believe the sales tax is
nothing more than additional revenue
to solve perceived problems as op-
posed to reducing expenditures?

It's hard to hold the state account-
able if they can just increase revenue
to make up for the lack of commit-
ment to the best decisions for all par-
ties.

10. Will revenue from the sales tax
be shared with local government?
How will local government be held
accountable for both increasing reve-
nue and expenditures when funds are
provided by the state without condi-
tions?

The sales tax may be the last meth-
od for the voters to hold all levels of
government accountable.
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