
To Chair Wagner and the members of the Senate Education Committee 
From Kari Greene, MPH  
 
I write this in support of Senate Bill 794. 
 
A significant number of people attending our public colleges and community colleges today do so while also 
caring for dependent children. We believe this disproportionately affects women, but unfortunately, Oregon 
doesn’t systematically track how many of our students are student parents.  We can’t determine whether 
student parents graduate at the same or different rates from students without children.  We don’t know 
whether student parents drop out at the same or different rates as students without children, take longer to 
obtain a degree or feel they must limit their career aspirations.   
 
National data show that 53% of student parents will not complete a degree.  Only 28% of single mothers 
graduate with a degree or certificate within 6 years of enrollment and another 55 percent leave school before 
earning any college credential at all.  Low-income college students with children are 25% less likely to obtain a 
degree than low-income adults without children, demonstrating this affects multiple generations. 
 
A college education provides dignity to the student and a way up and out of economically fragile 
situations.  However, the impact of a college education extends far beyond the student parent.  Parents who 
complete or are obtaining a college degree serve as essential role models for their children, and their 
educational success reaches to the second and third generations.  They also become income generating 
citizens of Oregon’s economy.   
 
I urge you to support Senate Bill 794 during the hearing on Monday March 11th in the Senate Education 
Committee. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Kari Greene, MPH 
Portland, Oregon 
 


