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Oral Testimony of Deb Evans, Ron Schaaf and Hair on Fire Oregon 

In support of Strengthening Clean Energy Jobs Bill HB 2020 

February 22, 2019, Medford, Oregon 

 

Co-chairs Dembrow and Power, and members of the Carbon Reduction Committee,  

Thank you for coming to southern Oregon to hear our testimony.  I am speaking on behalf of 

Hair on Fire Oregon, my husband Ron Schaaf and myself.  We are residents of Jackson County. 

We started Hair on Fire Oregon with a group of friends in 2015 over our concern for the 

proposed Jordan Cove LNG project and the existential threat of climate change that is already 

having major consequences here in Southern Oregon. 

For 5 years now, Hair on Fire Oregon has been driving up to Salem to testify, running ads like 

these before you in the Statesman Journal (see pages 4-7), educating ourselves and 

collaborating with others—all to encourage our Oregon legislators to PLEASE ACT by passing a 

cap bill!   

We are in strong support of HB2020 and want to express our sincere thanks to this committee 

for your diligence and effort in putting together a well thought out program.  Given the climate 

impacts Southern Oregon is already feeling—diminished snowpack, drought, longer hotter 

summers—all leading to the fires and smoke that are having further devastation on our 

communities—HB 2020 is precisely what we need to transition away from GHG and the cause 

of climate change, and toward a clean energy economy that will protect and preserve our 

livelihoods here in southern Oregon—livelihoods and jobs that depend on tourism, 

agriculture, timber and recreation.  

By using a market-mechanism approach, HB 2020 ensures that the transition is done in an 

equitable way at the lowest cost and will provide funding at the local level for our communities 

to further reduce our GHG footprints and transition to clean energy jobs and an economy that 

will further reduce costs to citizens of our state and take advantage of the tremendous 

abundance of renewable energy—wind, solar, geothermal, tidal and hydropower—we have in 

Oregon.  These are wins for Southern Oregon as well as the entire state.     

We want to draw your attention to a few specific areas of the bill that need strengthening.    

Section 18 – Emission-Intensive Trade-exposed at (2) states:   
A covered entity or opt-in entity that is a fossil fuel distribution and storage facility or 
infrastructure, or an electric generating unit, may not receive allowances at no cost under this 
section and section 14 of this 2019 Act.    
“May” should be changed to “shall”.   The bill should not, and must not, promote a free 
allowance pass for fossil fuel infrastructure under EITE now, or later.  
 



2 
 

Fugitive Emissions – The bill should address fugitive emissions and acknowledge the impacts of 
life-cycle emissions where fossil fuels are utilized.  This is particularly important with natural gas 
where methane has a global warming potential that is 86 times that of Carbon Dioxide over a 
20-year time frame. Too often natural gas is cast as “clean” but fracked gas is anything but 
clean and underreporting of methane leakage makes the use of natural gas far more harmful 
that what is being recorded.  The EPA under Gina McCarthy identified significant areas where 
methane leaks along the supply chain.  While we recognize we may not be able to cover losses 
upstream or downstream from Oregon, we should be doing everything possible to report, track 
and prevent the actual leakage of methane and other harmful gases within our borders and 
recognize the life-cycle emissions that the use of fossil fuels triggers.   
 
HB 2020 should ensure the adoption of the most current global warming potential (GWP) of 
Greenhouse Gases using Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change’s (IPCC) Assessment 
Report (AR) within 2-years of its release and based on a 20-year rather than 100-year time 
frame.  Currently Oregon is using the Global Warming Potential from IPCC’s AR4 released in 
2007.  AR5 was released in 2012 and AR6 is currently set to be released this year. For methane, 
Oregon currently uses the GWP of 25 times that of Carbon Dioxide (CO2). AR5’s GWP of 
methane on a 100-year time frame is 34 and on a 20-year time frame is 86 times that of CO2.   
 
Section 9 (4)(c) – Penalties for not surrendering compliance obligations will be some number of 
additional compliance instruments – while not spelled out in the bill, the number should be 
sufficient to deter emitters from non-compliance.   
 
Section 31 Uses of Climate Investments Fund at  
(3) Funding to reduce GHG emissions associated with transportation, including but not limited 
to investments in transportation electrification, transit, fuel and energy efficiency in vessels 
powered by marine engines and roadside landscape management efforts that promote carbon 
sequestration.  
The life-cycle emissions analysis of fuels must be conducted when determining if a particular 
fuel actually reduces GHG emissions over an alternative choice. The calculation of combustion 
alone does not tell the full story.    
 
In closing, we have provided you with two results from a 2018 public opinion poll on Jordan 
Cove that show 69% of Oregonians are not in favor of Jordan Cove and that 72% show strong 
support for a transition to renewable energy. From the crosstabs provided on Congressional 
Districts and how respondents tend to vote, you can see that this is not just a “left” or “right” 
issue and it’s not a “rural” versus “urban” issue.  Oregonians across the state—north, south, 
east and west—get that renewable energy IS the future.   We STRONGLY encourage you to 
PASS HB 2020 and put Oregon on the trajectory to a clean energy economy.   
 
THANK YOU.  
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Hair on Fire Oregon Ads from previous legislative sessions… 
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