
Oppose HB 1638- WA MMR exemption rate is only 2.9% - 97.1% of WA Students are not exempt. 

Clark CO MMR exempt only 5%. WA is very, very safe. HB 1638 will harm small school districts. 

In its current state this bill will prevent all the MMR PBE users from attending 

school next fall.  The statewide all types combined MMR exemption rate is 2.9%, some 

significant piece of that is PBE, so probably 15,000 to 20,000 students will not be in school.   

If one believes that false claim that, “22% of the children are missing MMR”,  it is easy to think 

that some segment of that are doing so casually, and if PBE is ended will shrug their shoulders, 

sheepishly throw up their hands and say “Aww shucks, you got me, I guess we to have 

vaccinate now”, and you could see rates climb.  

When you know the real exemption rates, 2.9% statewide, and 5.3% Clark County, you see that 

even if they all were vaccinated it is only a 2% or 5% increase in school children complete for 

MMR.  Is vaccine protection so tenuous that 2% or 5% is the tipping point to disaster?   

And in the real world the medical, societal, and educational pressure to vaccinate is so 

intense that no one is using a PBE casually.  They are using the PBE as a last resort. They are all 

very committed to this choice and will seek out alternative education options.  It must be 

understood that this will function as a “kick kids out of school” bill, regardless of the intent.   

If the bill is amended to end exemption to all vaccines, then 37,000 students are impacted.  

This can be a real issue for small districts as funding formulae are based on FTE.  WA has 36 

reporting districts less than 100 students, 84 with less than 300.   

The last time an exemption bill was in play small districts were surveyed for what they 

thought about the need for the legislation, and its effect on their district. 

 One superintendent from Adams county replied; 

“Specifically, regarding vaccinations, if legislation was able to exclude children who aren't vaccinated 

by state requirements, our school WOULD be in danger. We do have a high number of "opt outs" {this 

isolated, rural district has only 14 students, so “high”, 3, is a relative term} from parents who feel the 

state invades their personal rights to privacy and freedom to choose for themselves. If the role of the 

state is to educate every child, it seems they're undermining their own role. Also, if a family chooses 

not to vaccinate, it only hurts themselves. The others who are vaccinated shouldn't have to worry. 

Students need to be in school. Please continue to work for the students. Changing the requirements to 

make things more restrictive isn't going to change these families out here. If anything, they'll pull their 

kids out of school and home school them, which only hurts the kids socially. It also puts small rural 

schools under more pressure to have enough students to stay open, under current WA laws.” 

The business manager of a small Puget Island district stated: 

“Because our school is small, it is quite easy to mitigate danger. It would be detrimental for our 

small school to be required to exclude students with less than the 16 required number of 

immunizations. I am including our board in this email. Are there any steps you suggest for our 

board/school district to respond to the potential legislation?” 

Karl
Text Box
California passed a bill, SB 277, that eliminated personal belief exemptions.
What does the California experience tell us will happen in
Washington if the same mistake is made?
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In 2015, SB277 proponents misled the legislature by falsely claiming that the 2.5% PBE rate was causing the 
90.4% All Required Immunizations rate, when any rate below 97.3% was unrelated to PBE & PME  

The "deficit" was caused by the 6.9% "Conditional Entrants" category.�
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http://eziz.org/assets/docs/shotsforschool/2016-17KindergartenSummaryReport.pdf



Did, or is, ���������	
��
��������������������������������
����should- i.e. are more students vaccinated? 
No������������������	��������������������������not exempt� left side of the line. ��������	�������� �Immunized�����a 

result in the ���	���������Conditional Entry�����Conditional Entry� are vaccinated students missing records.  
This could have been achieved without SB277, by simply improving the reporting of received vaccines.    

������������ ��������
The State threatened to withhold funding from schools with high  

"Conditional Entrants":  
"In addition, annual financial and compliance audits of local education agencies for the 2015-2016 

and 2016-2017 school years have been inspecting reimbursement for attendance  
at schools with higher rates of conditional entrance.  

It is likely that these measures to promote compliance have contributed to the decreases in 
students reported as conditional entrants and the increases in those reported as having 
received all required vaccines." https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/immunize.aspx
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