
 

 

March 3, 2019 

Rep. Anna Williams 
900 Court St. NE, H-377 
Salem, OR  97301 
 
Re: Support for HB 2020 “the Clean Energy Jobs Bill” and some important amendment recommendations 

Dear Rep. Williams: 

My name is David Bugni. Our family owns about 84 acres of forestland near Estacada. We support HB 2020, in 

general, and we specifically want to advocate for the carbon sequestration and storage program outlined in 

sections 7, 19, 30, 31 and 68 of HB 2020, and present some recommendations for amendments. Additionally, 

this letter represents the views of seven other family forestland owners that live in District 52 who also 

support this bill and recommended amendments. Together, we own over 600 acres of productive forestland.  

Approximately 35% of Oregon’s forestlands are in private ownership (over 10 million acres), and of this 

percentage, about 43% are owned by families.  The majority of family-owned forests are located at low to mid-

elevations (between the valleys and the higher elevation federal forests), making these some of the state’s 

most productive forestland. Therefore, private forestland owners can significantly add to Oregon’s carbon 

sequestration and storage goals.  

The following suggestions are for amendments to HB 2020, and are meant to clarify and expand upon those 

sections dealing with carbon storage and sequestration policy and related rural area programs: 

1. Establish a minimum allocation within the Oregon Climate Investments Fund that directs at least 

twenty percent of allowance auction proceeds to incentivize climate-friendly projects, programs or 

activities that represent investments in natural and working lands (section 30 of HB 2020). This is vital 

for rural landowners and related agencies and will help to build support for this bill from within the 

rural community. This percentage was included in the legislation for the 2018 version of a similar bill 

(SB 1507, section 28, part (3)(b)), but for some reason was not included in HB 2020. Very important. 

2. Include provisions, perhaps in section 8 (definitions) and section 68 of HB 2020, for aggregating forest 

landowners in forest offset protocols, to ensure small family forest ownerships are not excluded from 

participation, as is the case in California’s forest offset protocol. Aggregation should be defined to 

include, as a minimum, two or more private landowners with perhaps five acres, minimum, of 

forestland ownership. Most family forestland owners (about 75%) own less than 50 acres, so any 

carbon sequestration and storage program should address how to involve them. As mentioned above, 

family forests are a significant percentage of Oregon’s overall forestland inventory, and we need as 

many landowners as practicable to participate to maximize Oregon’s sequestration and storage goals. 

Many forestland owners want to be a part of the climate change solution. Very important. 

3. Direct the Oregon Department of Forestry to identify and evaluate ways to improve coordination of 

federal, state, and local programs designed to incentivize private forest landowners across the state to 

enhance implementation of forest management actions that benefit carbon sequestration and 

storage. This is related to Recommendation 2, above, and is important to maximize efficiency and 

landowner participation. Again, the primary goal is to grow and retain as many healthy trees as 

possible to sequester and store carbon for as long as practicable. 

4. Consider, perhaps in section 68 of HB 2020, incentivized, voluntary linkages to environmentally-related 

water and forest benefits that could be enhanced by this bill. Maximization of the number of healthy 

and large trees is a key sequestration goal. This naturally leads to the development of more diverse, 

complex and resilient forests. Examples include: 1) an increase in the amount and density of coniferous 




