Why Should I Care?

INVASIVE SPECIES THREATEN OREGON’S
NATURAL RESOURCES AND KEY INDUSTRIES

Invasive species threaten local agriculture, forestry,
hydropower facilities, water delivery systems,
outdoor recreation opportunities, and tourism.

INVASIVE SPECIES COST OREGON MONEY

The costs and damages associated with invasive
species have been known to be devastating.

INVASIVE SPECIES CAN IMPACT HUMAN &
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH

Invasive species have the potential to jeopardize
public health and to transform ecosystems,
resulting in widespread economic and
environmental harm. Invasive species can also
lead to increased pesticide use and associated
human health concerns.

INVASIVE SPECIES AFFECT EVERYONE
The potential for wide-ranging consequences

has made the fight against invasive species a
bipartisan issue.

EVERYONE HAS A ROLE IN
PROTECTING OREGON FROM
INVASIVE SPECIES

Oregon Statewide Strategic Plan
& Action Plan

The Statewide Strategic Plan & Action Plan outline
strategies to protect Oregon’s resources and
economies. To achieve our goals, collaborative and
cross-agency participation is required.

The plans are organized around 5 key objectives:

Prevention

Early Detection & Rapid Response
Control & Management
Education & Outreach
Coordination & Leadership
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Understanding pathway threats into and within Oregon.

A pathway is the way in which an invasive species
enters into and moves within Oregon. Common
pathways include vehicles, boats, planes, and
people. Oregon is strategically implementing

a Pathways Management Approach to address
threats across complex pathway variables.

Impacts of Invasive Species
to Oregon

Invasive species are animals, plants, and
microorganisms that are not native to Oregon.
Once here, they can outcompete and replace
our native species. Due to this, invasive species
pose a threat to key sectors of Oregon’s
economy that depend on natural resources and
native ecosystems.

Invasive plant species, such as cheatgrass and gorse, can
lead to increased frequency and intensity of wildfires.
Photo by: Oregon Department of Forestry

Consuming over 300 plant species, the establishment

of Japanese beetle in Oregon would impact ornamental
and agricultural plants, commercial crops, and turfgrass

industries. Photo by: Whitney Cranshaw

IN ORDER TO PROTECT OREGON’S NATURAL
RESOURCES AND ECONOMIES, INVASIVE
SPECIES MANAGEMENT AND POLICY MUST
BE A PRIORITY FOR OREGON.
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