.4307 SE Hawthorne Blvd Portland Oregon 97215 » (. 503 ) 234-211 9

. ‘ February 6, 2019

,Co chalrJohnson Co chalr Hayward Co chalr Rayfleld members of the Commlttee

My name is Jim Houser. My W|fe and | have owned and operated Hawthorne Auto Clmlc at 4307 SE

Hawthorne Blvd in Portland for 36 years I also serve on the DCBS Oregon Health Insurance Marketplace
~'Adv150ry Committee and | am co- chalr of the Main Street Alllance of’ Oregon lam here today to speak in
' support of the DCBS" Marketplace ’ ‘ '

' 'As you know the DCBS Marketplace partners with the federal Healthcare gov to admlnlster enrollment
- .'_,m ACA (Affordable Care Act) Quallfled Health Plans (QHP! s) for over 148 000 Oregonlans Because of the
creatlon of the individual marketplaces and the expan5|on of Medicaid, more entrepreneurs and small-
business employees have health coverage than before the ACA was implemented. Accordlng toa recent'
: nation- W|de study by the Commonwealth Fund, which | have Imked . :
‘.(https /fwww. commonwealthfund. org/publlcatlonsllssue bnefs/2018/oct/affordable -care- act impact-

s 3 vsmall busmess) in'my pnnted remarks, since its |mplementatlon the Affordable Care Act has provided

-health msurance to more than 20 mllllon people who couldn’t otherwise get coverage Many are small--. .
busmess owners self-employed entrepreneurs or employees of small companies. Nationally more than
5] m|lllon small-business employees or self—employed workers are enrolled in the ACA marketplaces

more than half of all ACA marketplace enrollees are small busmess owners self—employed lnd|v1duals or
'smaII business employees : '

E Indeed the unmsured rate for: small busmess employees fell by almost 10 percentage points post-ACA.
L '-The ACA also has helped stablllze health costs for many small busmesses that provide coverage, with the .
' rate of small- business premium increases falllng by half followmg |mplementat|on of the law. I can say '
that at Hawthorne Auto Clinic we provude full health care coverage for our 10 full-time employees and
their. dependents Followmg alo year period of 120% | premlum increases, our premiums stabilized by

' 2011 Our prem|ums actuaIIy dropped by @ 3%.in 2011 and 2013. An unheard of occurrence.

o ';'Unfortunately, healthcare gov doesn't track or won't release to DCBS the pertment data for us to know e

f precisely the small business impact of the ACA and our Marketplace on small businiesses.in Oregon. The .

“lack of critical management data i isn 't aII that is lacking from Washington, DC. As you probably know. the :

o _current admmlstratmn there appears to'be domg their utmost to undermlne access to legltlmate health
. plans and health care cost controls o '
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Fortunately the DCBS Marketplace Advisory Committee has a (typically Oregonian) high level of
cooperation and unity of purpose among diverse representatives of health insurance brokers and
agents, carriers and providers, small business, community health, QHP enrollees, and other stakeholders
and are working to protect and advance the gains for all Oregonians in health care access, quality and
cost-reduction. We ask the Legislature's support in carrying our mission forward.

Thank you.

Jim Houser



