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Chair Wagner, Vice-Chair Thomsen, members of the committee:

Last February, two students in my district attempted to commit suicide during the school day at Rowe Middle
School.! The tragic reality is that suicide is not just a House District 41 issue, but rather an urgent matter affecting
every county in Oregon. The Oregon Health Authority reports that suicide is the second-leading cause of death
among people 5-24 years old in our state." Nationally, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention report that
the suicide rate among children 10 to 14 years old doubled from 2007 to 2014." As we know, the children of
Oregon are the future of our state, and their success is vital to our state’s prosperity. However, we are failing to
properly support our students and to provide them with safe, healthy learning environments.

As a legislative body, we have the opportunity with SB 52 to help destigmatize the mental health and socio-
economic challenges students experience by giving schools the resources they need to offer proper support. Life is
hard enough for youth who are growing into themselves and learning about themselves. When we add the
particular difficulties Oregon faces in unmet mental health and housing needs, children should have access to
support systems at schools, the place where they spend the majority of their day.

SB 52 recognizes high-risk groups, including LGBTQ+ youth, those with mental illness, and students with
disabilities. Another high-risk group is homeless youth or youth in unstable housing situations, which is of
particular concern in my district. In 2017, a Clackamas County report found that there are 1,165 homeless children
in the county.” Also according to Clackamas County, “Counts are much higher in number of unsheltered individuals
(up 54%), homeless children (up 35%), and chronically homeless individuals (up 43%)." Instability in housing puts
an incredible strain on families, can cause poor performance in school, and can be a source of bullying. Like many
of the bills we will hear this session, homelessness is a multi-faceted issue that cannot be ignored and must be
tackled from a variety of fronts including through the efforts of SB 52.

We owe it to our students to provide them with school environments where they can thrive, and to provide
schools with the necessary tools to properly address the issue of youth suicide. | know for many people, the
Capitol feels far away, but | hope this legislation sends a message to each kid in Oregon that your legislators care
about you and want the best for you.

Thank you, members of the committee, for hearing this bill.
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