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Board of Directors ~ February 1, 2019

Steve Christiansen, Chair
Steve Hecker, Vice Chair Dear Chair Fagan, Vice Chair Girod, and Members of the Committee:
Jason Pellegrini, Treasurer

ZosNork, Secretary My name is Paul Solomon and I am the Executive Director for Sponsors, a nonprofit

Brian Cox ¥ ' 2 g . Vi B

Chris Elliott organization that provides housing and wraparound services to individuals upon release
Margaret Hallock from incarceration.

Tricia Hedin

Trina Kancwa In 2018, more than 6,000 Oregonians were released from state prisons. Fifty percent of
Sen. James Manning, Jr. these individuals returned to our communities homeless, with nothing more than a bus
Keviillvoare ticket and a plastic bag containing all their earthly belongings. Recognizing the direct
Cuadslupe Quian relationship between housing and success at nearly everything else — work, sobriety,

Hon. Ilisa Rooke-Ley
Peter Shannon
Darren Stone

family, community — Sponsors provides housing and wraparound services to those in
greatest need.

Richie Weinman )
Our programs are short-term, with an average stay of 60-90 days. The continued

Staff progress of even our most successful participants is dependent upon their ability to
Paul Solomon access safe, affordable housing after leaving Sponsors. In recent years, we have found
EREERE D E it increasingly difficult to assist our participants in this task. Housing instability in our

Nick Crapser community has increased to such a degree that we’ve begun to direct resources toward

Deputy Director . 5 :
longer-term housing developments to prevent our participants from returning to

Laura Johnson homelessness
Director of Program ’
Development
Keegan Kubisiak While some Sponsors program participants are fortunate to locate their own
Director of Finance independent apartments, they currently have no protections against losing their homes
Trish DeJohn for any or no reason whatsoever. They live in constant fear of evictions and unchecked
gff:;g Resouesz.cenier rent increases. These women and men, many of them parents, have served their time

v

- and are working to rebuild their lives. We owe it to their children and to our
Director of Special Projects ~ COMmMunities to remove barriers to their success.

Kristie Mamac

Mentorship Director I ask you to please stand with me in support of SB 608, which offers common-sense
Jordan Rahier steps toward ensuring that every Oregonian has a safe place to call home. Thank you
Men's Program Director for your service, for reading this letter, and for providing basic protections to renters in

Joan Quaempts . i
1n our communities.

Women's Program Director

Shane Hagey .
Oatks at 14" Program Direcior  Sincerely,
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Paul S6la Executive Director
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