CITY OF HALSEY FAX: (341) 2092621

PO Box 10, 100 West Halsey St., Halsey OR 97348 TTY: (800) 735-2900

January 29, 2019

Senate Committee on Business and General Government
Senator Chuck Riley, Chair

Senator Fred Girod, Vice-Chair

Senator Mark Hass, Member

Senator Alan Olsen, Member

Senator Michael Dembrow, Member

900 Court St., NE, S-303

Salem, OR 97301

Re: SB 258 - Building Entrepreneurial Capacity in Rural Oregon

Dear Senators Riley, Girod, Hass, Olsen, and Dembrow,

I'am the City Administrator of Halsey, Oregon. Halsey has invested in and benefited from Venture Catalyst support
from one of the organizations identified in SB 258. | am writing today to ask you to support SB 258.

With the help of Business Oregon’s Rural Opportunities Initiative, we have partnered with other cities and counties in
this region to fund a local Venture Catalyst initiative. We have seen real results in our community and region from this
initiative. For many years, Halsey’s economy has been stagnant. In the last year, as part of our work with a regional
venture catalyst, we've seen increased activity, made contact with new entrepreneurs in our community and connected
them with resources to support their development.

Continuing to have a Venture Catalyst in our community that is free to entrepreneurs is an essential component of our
economic development strategy. This kind of “Grassroots” economic development program is key to the resiliency and
vitality of small, rural communities like Halsey. We are not able to fund this alone, though. We need the State to invest
in the statewide Venture Catalyst network to ensure the creation of a culture in Oregon that is conducive to
entrepreneurial development and growth.

A statewide network of Venture Catalysts will:
e Provide long-term economic stability and growth for all Oregonians.

® Ensure start-ups will be connected to statewide resources that will help them start, scale, and stay in Oregon.

I urge you to support SB 258 to ensure Oregon’s rural entrepreneurs have access to the same resources that urban
entrepreneurs have.

Yours Respectfully,

aiity 27
Hilary Nofton

City Administrator

The City of Halsey is operated in accordance with federally established policies which prohibit discrimination on the basis of race, color, sex, age, handicap,
religion, or national origin. This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer. If you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint of discrimination,
complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, found online at http.//www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint filing cust.html, or at any USDA office, or call
(866) 632-9992 to request the form. You may also write a letter containing all of the information requested in the Jform. Send your completed complaint form or
letter to us by mail at U.S. Department of Agriculture, Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, by fax
(202) 690-7442, or email at program.intake@usda.gov.




