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Water 101



Department Overview

•Mission: To serve the public by practicing and promoting 
responsible water management.

•Goals: 
•To directly address Oregon's water supply needs
•To restore and protect streamflows and watersheds…
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21 Districts in 5 Regions 

~167 staff (2017-19)

~110,000+ miles of streams 

~89,000 water rights 

~230,000+ wells

~970 dams (non-federal)

~260 stream gaging stations 

~1,270+ observation wells



W
at

e
r 

R
e

so
u

rc
e

s 
D

e
p

ar
tm

e
n

t
Commission and Department

3

Field Services

Water Right 
Services

Administrative 
Services

Technical Services

Director’s Office

Water Resources 
CommissionDirector

Northwest 

Region North Central 

Region

Eastern 

RegionSouthwest 

Region

West Central 

Region

Westside-at-Large Eastside-at-Large

Governor



Key Responsibilities

▪Collecting, analyzing, and providing data

▪Protecting public safety 

▪Distributing water under the system of prior 
appropriation 

▪Providing planning, technical assistance, 
and funding to address water supply needs

▪Processing water rights transactions
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▪ Statehood 1859

▪ 1909 Water Code

▪ (1927) 1955 Groundwater Code

▪ (1955) 1987 Instream Water Rights Act

▪ 2015 formation of Water Resources 
Development Program

1916 1941 1980 2015

Challenge: History and 
Complexity of the Laws
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Regulation to some extent occurs every year.

First in Time, First in Right



Water availability for live flow

allocation in August

Water availability for storage

in January

Era of Water Scarcity
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Groundwater Restricted Areas Groundwater Areas of 

Concern

Era of Water Scarcity
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Era of Water Scarcity

US Drought Monitor

January 22, 2019



Three-Month Outlook



Hamlet et al. 2013, as cited in Dalton, M.M., P.W. Mote, and A.K. Snover
[Eds.]. 2013. Climate Change in the Northwest: Implications for Our 
Landscapes, Waters, and Communities. Washington, DC:
Island Press.

Climate and 
Loss of Snowpack



Strategies: 2017 IWRS
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Preparing for our Water 
Future
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Water law is deeply rooted in Oregonians’ livelihoods, cultures, and 
well-being. The importance of water in our lives is unquestionable. Yet 

our current and future challenges require that we modernize our 
current systems and stretch ourselves to innovate. 



Closing

•Big mission

•Small # of staff

•Era of water scarcity

•Aging infrastructure

➢ Need to focus on what 
needs to be done to meet 
Oregon’s water needs now 
and into the future
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Questions?
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