
Utility

Public Purpose Charge

OEAP

Residential Exchange Credit

Taxes, Franchise Charges

Ever wonder what your UTILITY BILL pays for?
The Public Utility Commission of Oregon regulates the rates of the state’s electric investor-owned utilities and determines 
what rates they can charge Oregon customers. When you pay your utility bill, these funds are used for a wide variety of 
things like the electricity used to power your lights, but also the transmission and distribution that is needed to bring 
electricity to your home or business from a power generation facility. 

Parts of your electric utility bill are 
also used to pay local and municipal 
taxes, provide crisis bill assistance to 
low-income Oregonians, and make 
investments in energy efficiency and 
renewable energy through the public 
purpose charge. 

But, not all line items on your 
bill are expenses; the 
Bonneville Power 
Administration Residential 
Exchange credit gives 
residential customers a credit 
as a way to give customers of 
Investor-Owned Utilities 
access to low-cost federal 
hydropower. 

Utility

UTILITY BILL

APPROXIMATE SHARE OF UTILITY BILL 
Schools

Low Income
Weather-

ization

Oregon
Department 
of Energy

Oregon Housing 
and Community 
Services

Small Scale
Renewables

Energy 
Efficiency

Meters, 
Transformers, 

etc.
Power
Lines

Substations

Tr
an

sm
is

si
on

Di
st

rib
ut

io
n

Ad
m

in
is

tr
at

iv
e

Co
st

sPo
w

er
 

Ge
ne

ra
tio

n

Fuel
Costs

Power
Purchase

Agreements
Qualifiying
Facilities 
(PURPA) Captial

Costs

Energy Trust 
of Oregon

Pub
lic

 P
ur

po
se

 C
ha

rg
e

Local and Municipal Taxes

and Franchise Charges

Bo
nn

ev
ille

 Pow
er A

dministration 

Re
sid

en
tia

l E
xchange Credit

Ore
go

n 
En

er
gy

 A
ss

is
ta

nc
e 

Pr
og

ra
m

 (O
EA

P)


