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Good for the Economy. 
Good for the Environment. 

        

February 7, 2018 
 
Dear Oregon Legislators: 
 
As members, partners and affiliates of Environmental Entrepreneurs (E2), we are writing 
in support of SB 1507 and HB 4001, the Senate and House versions of the “Clean Energy 
Jobs” bill. These bills would create a Cap-and-Invest program in Oregon, providing the 
state with a clear path to continue our progress in combating climate change and 
empower Oregon to assert its position as a national and global leader in the clean energy 
economy. 
 
E2 is a non-partisan, national community of business leaders from every sector of the 
economy who advocate for strong environmental policy to grow the economy. E2 
members have founded or funded more than 2,500 companies, created more than 
600,000 jobs, and currently manage more than $100 billion in venture and private equity 
capital. Our E2 Pacific Northwest Chapter was founded in 2009 and now includes 
businesspeople across a broad spectrum of industries throughout Oregon, including 
ranchers, investors, cleantech executives and clean energy and clean fuels 
entrepreneurs. 
 
Thanks to forward-thinking state policies like the Renewable Portfolio Standard, the Clean 
Fuels Program and Coal to Clean, Oregon already has a strong foundation on which to 
build its clean energy economy. As a recent E2 analysis1 shows, more than 54,000 
Oregonians now work in clean energy industries, ranging from wind and solar energy 
production to energy efficiency installation and clean transportation development. 
Moreover, this growth is benefiting all of Oregon, with clean energy jobs found across the 
state in every legislative district. 
 
Still, this economic growth and job creation represents only a fraction of Oregon’s clean 
energy potential. There are 3 million clean energy jobs in America,2 and that number 
continues to rise. Wind and solar energy are two of the fastest growing industries in the 
U.S. economy, with solar panel installers and wind turbine technicians projected to be by 
far the two fastest growing occupations in the coming decade.3 The energy efficiency 
industry is also experiencing impressive growth, and clean fuels and clean vehicles hold 
enormous promise in the years to come.  
 
It is of vital importance that the legislature not only advance a Cap-and-Invest program, 
but does so before the end of the 2018 legislative session. Businesses are making 10- 
and 20-year investment decisions now, and looking for the right market signals from 
policymakers when making those decisions. Each year that we fail to put a price on 
carbon means business and investment opportunities lost to other states and countries. 
For Oregon to remain competitive in attracting and developing in-state clean energy 

                                                 
1 https://www.e2.org/cleanjobsoregon/ 
2 https://www.e2.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/E2_CleanEnergyJobs_National.pdf 
3 https://www.bls.gov/ooh/fastest-growing.htm 
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businesses and the thousands of jobs they promise, it needs a Cap-and-Invest program, 
and it needs one now. 
 
The wildfires that tore through our state last summer are a glimpse of the alarming 
ecological and economic damage climate inaction promises to inflict on Oregon. An 
estimated 665,000 acres burned in Oregon in 2017, costing the state $454 million in fire 
suppression efforts. However, that figure represents only a small fraction of the true cost 
of the fires when health impacts due to poor air quality, event cancellations, depressed 
tourism, and highway and road closures are taken into account. Neglecting to act now will 
resign Oregon to the growing destructive impacts of natural disasters exacerbated by 
climate change. The costs of these disasters will place ever-greater financial strain on the 
state in its efforts to fund education, infrastructure, and other vital services. 
 
There are two clear paths for Oregon: one with Cap-and-Invest that leads to clean energy 
job creation and takes strides towards addressing climate change; another that cedes 
investment and jobs to other states while watching the growing magnitude and cost of 
climate-related disasters wreak havoc on the state’s budget, planning and business. 
 
As business leaders representing a wide diversity of industries in Oregon, we strongly 
urge you to support SB 1507 and HB 4001 and help drive the momentum of increased 
investment and innovation in Oregon’s clean energy economy. To do otherwise would 
waste a golden opportunity to supercharge a major engine of economic growth in our 
state and abdicate Oregon’s role in the fight against climate change. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
86 E2 Oregon Members, Partners, and Affiliates 
 

Blake Bell 

Sole Proprietor 

Nourished with Nature, Inc. 

Val Blaha 

Owner 

Mossback Farm 

Bill Boyk 

CEO/Founder 

GyroVolts by Ameristar 

Solar, LLC 

Diane Boyk 

Bennett Burns  

Scott Burns 

Retired Professor 

Portland State University 

 

 

 

Janie Heuck 

Managing Director, Brooks 

Winery 

Ian Hill 

Co-Founder 

SeQuential Biofuels 

Craig Hill 

Financial Services 

Community Bank 

Heidi Hoffman 

Owner 

Alexeli Vineyard and 

Winery 

Thomas Houseman 

Winemaker 

Anne Amie Vineyards 

Jim Houser 

Hawthorne Auto Clinic 

Mary Olson 

Owner 

Airlie Winery 

Eric Park 

Business Design 

Healthcare 

Ron Pernick 

Co-Founder and Managing 

Director 

Clean Edge 

Wynne Peterson-Nedry 

Winemaker 

Chehalem Winery 

Tim Ramey 

Owner 

Zenith Vineyard 
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Alan Busacca 

Owner 

Volcano Ridge Vineyard and 

Heart Catcher Wines 

Jason Busch 

Executive Director 

Oregon Wave Energy Trust 

Leslie Carlson 

Principal, Brink 

Communications 

Carole Connell 

City Planner  

Connell PC Associates Inc. 

Dai Crisp 

Owner  

Lumos Wine Company 

Joe Cushman 

Owner,  

Root and Cane Vineyard 

Services, LLC 

Chris Dennett 

Senior Manager 

North Highland Worldwide 

Consulting 

Heather Dennett 

Kaiser Permanente 

Mary Deschene 

Sustainability Planner 

Deschene Consulting 

Sarah Deumling 

Owner/Manager 

Zena Forest LLC 

Tyler Dillavou 

Emerging Technologies, 

Energy Efficiency, 

Bonneville Power 

Administration 

Rebecca Eaton 

Managing Member 

Eaton Synergies LLC 

David Eisler 

Owner 

Shady Creek Forest 

Resources 

Pamela Howard  

Brion Hurley 

Owner, Business 

Performance Improvement 

Pam Jacklin 

Stoel Rives 

Darryl Joannides 

Owner/Winemaker  

Viola Wine Cellars 

Earl Jones 

Owner 

Abacela Winery 

Gabriele Keeler 

Owner  

Keeler Estate Vineyard 

Tyson Keever 

CEO 

SeQuential  

Jim Kelly 

Owner, Big Basin Ranch 

Dave Kenney 

President & Exec. Director 

Oregon BEST 

Marie Kent 

Office Manager 

The Oregon Service Center 

Sanjeeve Lahoti 

Owner, Saffron Fields 

Renee Loveland 

Director of Sustainability 

Gerding Edlen 

Cameron Madill 

CEO 

PixelSpoke 

Chris Mazepink 

GM/Winemaker 

Archery Summit 

Martin McClanan 

CEO (Former) 

Norm Thompson Outfitters 

Mike Mercer 

Principal 

MMercer Consulting 

 

Christian Rees 

Director of Installations 

Oregon National Guard 

Joth Ricci 

President, Adelsheim 

Charles Rooks 

Bill Sanchez 

Owner 

Potters Vineyard 

Alex Schay 

Project Originator/Owner, 

Carbon Solutions Northwest 

Heidi Schrimsher 

Portland Garden Club 

Tad Seestedt 

Owner  

Ransom Spirits 

Mike Slater 

Owner 

Tonnelier Vineyards 

Bill Steele 

Owner 

Cowhorn Vineyard and 

Garden 

Mark Stella 

Green Mountain Woodworks 

Terry Sullivan 

Owner/Wine Maker 

Upper Five Vineyards 

Brian Tallman 

Kathy Thurow 

Owner 

Drizzlewood Farm 

Lev Tsypin 

CEO and Founder 

Think Shout 

Kjell van Zoen 

Lean Business Consultant, 

vanZoen LLC 

Sage Walden 

Owner/Members 

Meadow Harvest LLC 
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Kris Fade 

Owner 

Analemma Wines 

Barbara Fisher 

President, Fisher Business 

Gillian Floren 

CEO 

Greenlight Greater Portland 

Mike Franchere 

Owner, Franchere Wine 

Company 

Linda Gerber 

Principal Consultant 

Linda Gerber Consulting 

Services 

Ann Griffin 

Senior Project Manager 

Griffin Planning & 

Development 

Barbara Gross 

Winegrower 

Cooper Mountain Vineyards 

Donald Hagge 

Owner 

VIDON Vineyard 

Mike Hallock 

Owner/Winemaker 

Carabella Vineyard 

Mary Anne Harmer 

Partner 

Benefit Corporations for 

Good 

Peter Hayes 

Owner/Director 

Hyla Woods 

Tom Hering 

Partner 

Benefit Corporations for 

Good 

 

Jeremy Mohr 

Professional 

Sustainability & Energy 

Moe Momtazi 

Founder 

Maysara Winery and 

Momtazi Vineyards 

Angelique Moore 

Portland Garden Club 

Gary Mortensen 

President, Stoller Family 

Estates 

Robert Morus 

Winegrower/President, 

Phelps Creek Vineyards 

Colleen Murray 

Vicki Nickerson 

Owner 

Aurora Vines 

Alex Wall 

Privacy Counsel 

Marketo, Inc. 

Peter Weisberg 

Senior Portfolio Manager The 

Climate Trust 

Laura Weiss 

Policy Team Chair 

VOIS Alliance 

Darcy Winslow 

President 

Academy for Systems Change 

Erik Wohlgemuth 

COO 

Future 500 

 
 
 
 
 
 


