
 

 

 

 

 

February 21, 2018 

 

Representative Mitch Greenlick, Chair 

House Health Care Committee 

Oregon State Capitol 

Salem, OR 97301 

 

Re:  Support of Senate Bill 1547-A 

 

Chair Greenlick and members of the Committee: 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of Senate Bill 1547-A on behalf of the Oregon 

Association of Naturopathic Physicians.   

Naturopathic physicians work in a variety of settings including PCPCHs as a primary care provider, 

academic institutions, and health systems.  Naturopathic physicians are trained in evaluation and 

management of multiple conditions and must complete 50 hours of continuing education annually, 

including 10 hours of pharmacology.  

Importantly, and just like any other family physician, internal medicine doctor, or Nurse Practitioner, we 

are trained to appreciate when we can assess something on our own, when we need to have additional 

training/certification, and when we need to refer to a specialist.  

The bill before you today addresses youth safety after experiencing a concussion and outlines the 

appropriate health care providers who can become qualified to assess and provide a medical release to 

youth after a concussion. 

I want to emphasize that this is NOT an expansion of our scope of practice as licensed Naturopathic 

physicians. We are trained to evaluate patients for concussion (see attached memo from the National 

University of Natural Medicine), and to know when patients are at risk and when they need to be 

referred to a specialist for care. Again, our role, training and scope as primary care providers is no 

different than a family physician or Nurse Practitioner who are already permitted to conduct these 

evaluations. What SB 1547 does do is remove barriers to care for those patients who might see an ND as 

their primary care provider, or for the patients of NDs who specialize in rehab and sports medicine.  It 

allows naturopathic physicians to be able to fully care for patients from beginning to end, since 

disruption in care can have negative effect on the health and safety of the patient. 



 

OANP supports the additional training requirements called for in SB 1547. This is an evolving field and all 

health care providers involved should remain knowledgeable of the latest science and practice. 

Thank you again for allowing me to testify today on behalf of OANP.  We urge you to support Senate Bill 

1547.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Dr. Samuel G Oltman, ND 

 

  



 

October 24, 2017 

 

To whom it may concern, 

This letter is to inform you of the current Concussion and TBI based curriculum that student are exposed 

to during their time at the National University of Natural Medicine. 

Currently, students receive about 3.5-4 hours of in class training on TBI and Concussion. Key concepts 

that are reviewed during this course work include but are not limited to: 

o Shifting definition and diagnostic criteria of concussion 
 

o Key pathophysiology concepts (neuron injury, cell destruction, circulation considerations, 
immune/inflame response ect) 
 

o Return to play guidelines, as review by 2017 Berlin Consensus Statement on Concussion in 
sport 
 

o AAN vs Up to Date diagnostic criteria 
 

o Acute treatment options (for Emergent care scenarios) 
 

o Acute referral options 
 

o Post Concussive syndrome treatment and approach 
 

Please reach out with any questions that you might have in regards to the above information. 

 

In health, 

 

Leslie Fuller, ND 

Associate Dean of Academics 

503-552-1833 

lfuller@nunm.edu 


