


OSMB Guidance 
“…wakes from large boats make operation of small 
boats difficult and even dangerous.  More than ever, 
boaters need to watch their wakes” 
 
 “Larger wakes carry more energy and increase the 
chance of damaging docks, eroding sensitive river 
banks, or tipping smaller boats” 

“Each operator is responsible for damage or injury 
caused by his or her wake” 

“The best way to minimize your wake’s risk to 
others is to avoid “plowing” through the water, 
running close to other boaters, swimmers, docks or 
sensitive shorelines, and to engage in activities 
(such as wakeboarding or wakesurfing) in areas 
away from developed or sensitive shorelines or 
where small boats congregate” 



OAR 250-020-0020/0385 

“On the Willamette River from the Hwy 219 Bridge at RM 
48.5 to the upper end of Willow Island at RM 31.5, the 
following rules apply: 
 
(a) No person shall operate a motorboat at a speed in 

excess of a "slow—no wake" speed within 100 feet of 
private docks, boathouses or moorages legally 
permitted by the Oregon Department of State Lands 
 

(b) No person shall use wake-enhancing devices, including 
ballast tanks, wedges or hydrofoils or other mechanical 
devices, or un-even loading of persons or gear, to 
artificially operate bow-high” 



Water Sports Industry Association 
“Responsibility Code” 

“ALWAYS familiarize yourself with 
applicable laws, waterways and inherent 
risks” 
 
“NEVER ski or ride near swimmers, 
shallow water, other boats, or obstacles” 



Water Sports Industry Association 
“Wake Responsibly” Campaign 

“Stay at least 150’ away from the shoreline, 
docks or other structures” 
 
“Minimize repetitive passes on an one portion 
of shoreline” 
 
“Remember, you are responsible for your own 
wake” 
 



Trends 

• Lack of Compliance with the OAR restrictions 

– Some are unaware 

– Some simply choose to ignore the rules  

• Boats are getting bigger 

– Increased Dry Weight and Ballast Capacity 

• Non-Motorized usage is increasing 

– Willamette River Trail 

– Wilsonville’s Memorial Park   
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OSMB’s Law Enforcement Budget 



Water Sports Industry Association 
Commissioned Study 

 
“… the executive summary states that “the 
maximum wake/wave height associated with 
wakeboarding and wakesurfing drops 27-56% in the 
first 100-150ft of its travel from the boat path” 
 
“The executive summary goes on to state that 
“wakeboard and wakesurf wakes/waves dissipate 
more slowly in deep water (greater than 15ft) and 
operating at least 250ft from shore can reduce the 
effects of deep water wakes” 
 
“The full research report was not made available to 
OSMB preventing a comparison of the methodology 
and results of the Australian and WSIA trials”  


