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Childbirth is killing Black women. Black women are three to four times more likely to die of
pregnancy or delivery related complications than white women.! Although the specific reasons
for this disparity are elusive, some “point to differences in socioeconomic status, access to health
care, education, insurance coverage, housing, levels of stress and community health among black

and white women.”? There is evidence, however, that this racial disparity transcends education
and income, and may have more nefarious roots. >

There are studies that show that Black Non-Latino women with at least a college degree are more
likely to suffer a Severe Maternal Morbidity (SMM) than women of other races/ethnicities who
never graduated from high school. Indeed, even an elite athlete such as Serena Williams was
not immune to such complications, suffering a pulmonary embolism and hematomas during and

! Center for Disease Control and Prevention, Pregnancy Mortality Surveillance System (Nov. 9, 2017), available at
https://www.cdc.gov/reproductivehealth/maternalinfanthealth/pmss.html.

* Jacqueline Howard, Childbirth is Killing Black Women in the US, and Here's Why, CNN (Nov. 15, 2017),
available at https://www.cnn.com/2017/11/15/health/black-women-maternal-mortality/index.html.

* Meaghan Winter, 4 Matter Of Life & Death: Why Are Black Women In The U.S. More Likely To Die During Or
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12.pdf.
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after the recent delivery of her daughter.> She had the power to speak up and have her condition

immediately attended to. Unfortunately, there are far too many Black women who do not have
that luxury.®

There are stories of Black women being subjected to birthing procedures, such as cesarean
sections, they neither need nor comprehend.” Numerous studies show that doctors often
disregard or discount complaints of pain by Black patients at much higher levels than they do for
white patients.® There is also a lack of diversity within the medical profession, that may
contribute to patient alienation.” Black women are also more likely to be uninsured outside of
pregnancy, leading to delayed prenatal care and the premature loss of coverage.'’ They are more

likely to give birth at hospitals that were historically segregated, thus, resulting in lower quality
services than those provided to white women.!!

HB 4133 would form a task force that would not only study these barriers, but brainstorm actual
solutions to removing them. The Bill calls for a multi-disciplinary, multi-ethnic approach to
studying the problem. This will lead to more inclusive and compassionate policies. Such an
endeavor is already underway in Texas'? and California'®. It is now Oregon’s turn to make this
next step towards improving outcomes for all, regardless of race. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Jhite. g

Janelle Bynum
House District 51
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