79th Oregon Legislative Assembly — 2017 Regular Session

HB 2251  STAFF MEASURE SUMMARY Carrier: Rep. Barker

House Committee On Judiciary

Action Date: 04/13/17
Action: Do Pass.
Vote: 11-0-0-0
Yeas: 11 - Barker, Gorsek, Greenlick, Lininger, Olson, Post, Sanchez, Sprenger, Stark, Vial,
Williamson
Fiscal: No fiscal impact
Revenue: No revenue impact
Prepared By: Whitney Perez, Counsel

WHAT THE MEASURE DOES:
Prohibits person under age 18 from being incarcerated in a Department of Corrections institution.

ISSUES DISCUSSED:
e Impetus for bill
e Persons effected by this bill

EFFECT OF AMENDMENT:
No amendment.

BACKGROUND:

Currently, when a person is under age 18 when he or she commits an offense and under age 20 at the time of
commitment to the Department of Corrections (DOC) at sentencing, that person's physical custody must be
transferred to the Oregon Youth Authority (OYA) if: (1) the person will complete the sentence before turning age 25;
or (2) DOC and OYA determine that incarceration at a DOC institution is inappropriate because of the person's age,
immaturity, or mental or emotional condition or risk of physical harm to the person. A person placed at OYA under
this provision is returned to the physical custody of DOC if the conditions or circumstances that warranted placement
at OYA are no longer present. House Bill 2251 would add a requirement that a person's physical custody be
transferred to OYA if the person is under age 18 at the time of sentencing and commitment. Persons transferred to
the physical custody of OYA cannot be returned to the physical custody of DOC until the person is 18 years of age. HB
2251 also prohibits a person under age 18 from being incarcerated in a DOC institution under any circumstances. It
makes minor and conforming changes.
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