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May 31, 2017

RE: Support the Suction Dredge Reform bill (SB 3-A) to establish regulatory reform of
suction dredge mining to protect clean water and native fish

Dear Representative:

On behalf of our organizations and our members and supporters across the state, we ask you to
support the Suction Dredge Reform bill (SB 3-A). This bill establishes long-term regulatory
reform of suction dredge mining to protect sensitive habitats and streams.

Suction dredge mining is a form of recreational gold mining that vacuums up the bottom of river
beds using a motorized floating dredge. This type of mining can trap and kill young fish and fish
eggs, including threatened salmon and lamprey. > Dredges release plumes of sediment that can
smother gravel beds in the river bottom that salmon use for spawning. * Suction dredge mining
can also mobilize legacy mercury left by historic mining operations that can become re-
suspended in the water column and expose fish and humans. >

In 2013, the Oregon Legislature passed SB 838 championed by the late Senator Bates which
established a five-year moratorium on suction dredge mining in essential salmon and bull trout
habitat. Although the limited moratorium provides some level of protection for native fish and
water quality, it is only a temporary solution that expires in 2021.

The Suction Dredge Reform bill (SB 3-A) is the result of a long and collaborative process to still
allow suction dredge mining while protecting the most vulnerable habitats for threatened and
endangered salmon and lamprey. Specifically, the bill prohibits suction dredge mining in streams
that support sensitive salmon and lamprey. This means that streams and rivers that provide
essential habitat for threatened and endangered species are protected. Qutside of these areas,
suction dredge mining would be allowed under a Department of Environmental Quality permit
that places certain limits on where and how suction dredges can be operated in streams. The bill
also amends enforcement procedures for permit violations in response to agency feedback.

This bill is not a ban on suction dredge mining. This compromise bill works to find a balance
between the unique cultural heritage of Oregon mining, as recognized by the Legislature in
passing SB 838, and the significant risks it poses to the health of streams and native fish. In fact,
this amended bill represents a further compromise from the legislation as introduced in February.



It does not provide additional protections for bull trout or from the impacts of mining in the
riparian area.

SB 3-A represents a measured approach to protecting the most sensitive rivers and streams from
the impacts of suction dredge mining, Please support the Suction Dredge Reform bill to protect
Oregon’s rivers and native fish.

Respectfully,
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