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WAR DEPARTMENT

\N REPLY REFER YO: THE ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE From the DeSk of
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. '::P" esantatlve
AG 201 Gilbert, Alfred H. ark Johnson

PC-N ET0133

27 July 194k @

* Mrs. Beatrice V. Gllbert
14 Osk Strset
Glens Falls, New York

Dear Mrs. Gllbert:

This letter is to confirm my recent telegram im which you
were regretfully informed that your husband, Private Alfred H.
Gilvert, 32,945,770, Infantry, has been repo:éted. missing in action
in France since 19 June 194k.

I ¥now that added distress is caused by failure to recelve
more information or details. Therefore, I wish to asswre you that at
any time additional information is received 1t will be trensmitted to
you without delay, and, 1f ir the meantime no additional informastion
is recelved, I wlll again commmnicete with you at the expiration of
three months,

The term "missing in action™ is used only to indicate that
the whereabouts or status of an individusl 1s not lmmedliately known.
It is not intended to convey the impressiocn that the case is closed.
I wish to emphasize that every effort is exerted continuously to clear
up the status of owr perscunel, Under war conditions this is a difficult
tagk as you must readily realize. Experilence has shown that meny persons-
reported missing in action are subsequently reported as priscners of
war, but a8 this information 1§ furnished by ccimtries with which we
are at war, the Wer Department is helpless to expedite such reporisg.
However, in order to relleve financlal worry, Congress has enacted
legislation which continues in force the pay, allowances and allotmente
to dependents of perscmnel being carried in a missing gtatus.

Permit me to extend to you my heartfelt sympathy during this
period of vmcertainty.

Sincerely (yours

AT ULIO
Major Gemeral,
The AdJutant Gemeral. -
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