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Dr. Geneva Gay

UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON

CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION

College of Education February 10, 2017

Oregon Senate Education Committee
Dear Committee Members:

During my more than 30-year career as and educator | have worked with school

practitioners in several different ities to help them ( the need for
and develop the knowledge and skills required to make education more equitable
and effective for i , racially, cull , and socially diverse student
lations. In my prof ity we call these endeavors culturally
and/or | education | am now continuing and

exlend(ng this work by serving as a member of the consortium organized by

Teaching With Purpose (TWP), and assuslmg this organization to develop these
i 1ts and related col for educators in the state or

Oregon. Since SB 204 is consistent with these intentions to promote equitable

change in through culturally responsive practices, | strongly

support both the bill and the role that Teaching With Purpose with play in its

implementation.

There is a growing body of research and scholarship that dates back many years
that indicates when schools and teachers use culturally responsive practices in
educating ethnically, racially, socially, and linguistically diverse students they
come closer to actualizing both educational equity and excellence. Indicators of
these achievements include higher academic performance, stronger self-
perceptions, greater adjustments to school regulations, higher rather of school
persistence, fewer disciplinary referrals, and more overall satisfaction with the
education system for under-achieving, marginalized students. These results are
consistent across ethnic groups (such as African, Latino, Native, and Pacific
Islander Americans), subjects, and levels of schooling (including college and
professional development). Unfortunately, not enough educators are adequately
prepared to do genuinely do culturally responsive practices. SB 204, and with the
assistance of Teaching With Purpose this incompetence can be corrected (or, at
least diminished), and more children from culturally diverse backgrounds and
communities will come closer to realizing their personal and intellectual potential.

As we know family participation is of utrnost lrnportam in maxlmlzmg student
achievement at all kinds, including i, y service,
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Dr. Gloria Ladson-Billings

THE UNIVERSITY
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February®,20170
OregonBenateEducation@ommitteel
900@ourtBtreetMER
Salem,®R®73010E
TofheBenateEducation@ommittee:[

As@feadingBcholar®f@ulturally@esponsivepractice@vork, @ mroudHoBupportl
Teaching@ith@®urpose@s@@onsortiumEnember.BBR04&villEnovedhe@ial forEnorel
equitable@hange@n®ur@ducational Bystem.

m
ResearchBuggestsEhat@vhenBchoolsbecomemore@ulturally@esponsive,they@red
morellikelyf@o@ctualize@quity@n@ducation.@
Culturally@esponsiveBchools,Bo@nhancehe@chool’ s@ulture@f@ollaboration,Bvork
withBamiliesAnd@ommunities@orheBakeBf@reatingBafefearning@nvironments?
and@dvancingigh-qualityBchool@limates@End@ultures.
IBupport@'eachingBvith®PurposeliotielpBtrengthen@nd@nhance@xisting@vidence-
based@ulturally@esponsivefractices@hat@mprovetudent@chievement,Amprovel
school@limate,AndrovideBtudent@ndparent&oices.@
I'm@xcitedEoBvorknpartnershipBvithTeaching@vithPurposefohelp@obring@AQ
meaningful Bystematicramework@f@ulturally@esponsivefracticelinto@heBtate@r
Oregon.
MyBvork@epresentsEnore@han25§ears®fBystematicBtudydf@lassrooms@And@
schools@vhereeachersthavebeen@ble@oMitigate@he@isparitiesfhat@xistbetween
Black,Aatin@,Wative, Aind@mmigrantBtudents@nd@heir@hite@iddle@ncomel
counterparts.@hisBvorks&nown@s@ulturally@elevantedagogy.@
Welinderstand@hattheldbeliefsBhapefolicies@ndpractices.
As@Bcholarinheffield®ffushing@quity@n@ducation,ABupport@hisbillBhatEvillz
establish@BystematicBpproachfoMaking®urBchoolsEnore@quitable.m

Sincerely, @
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TI m W ISe TimothyJacobMVisel
4016Mebraska@ve.Mashville, A'N.B 72091
615-516-95380
timjwise@mac.comBvww.timwise.orgl

OregonBenate

Education@ommittee

February@2,2017,Q

Dear@nembers@fthe@regonBenate@ducation@ommittee,?

As@Emationally@ecognized AndRespected@ducator@nlssues®ffacial And@ultural Bquity
and@hefmportance®f@Bulturally-responsive@ducationalractice, @Bvish@oBvholeheartedly®
addEny®&oiceloEhe@nany®thersBvhohavebeenfimpressed@ndinspiredByEheBvork@fE
Teaching@ith@urpose.Maving@ollaboratedBvithmWPHorBeveralfearsfow,AndBeenihel
amazing@vork@hey@re@oingBvith@eachers,Administrators@ndBtudents,Afirmlybelieved
thatBBR04@aninake@Bignificant@ifferenceln®he@ightfor@reater@ducational@quityfn
Oregon.
Those®ffis@nthisfieldAreRvellAwarefhatBvhen@ducatorspresent@heirBtudentsvith?
culturally@esponsive@naterials@ndfedagogical@pproaches,@hoseBtudents@ttain@reater
levels®fBuccess,AndButcome@isparitiesbetween@acialAndBultural@roups@anbel
significantly@iminished.Bchools@hat@mbrace@ulturally@esponsivefractices@rebyheir
veryMature@nore@ollaborative@Bvithfarents@ndBntire@ommunitiesBAndBeek@ol
educateftheBvhole@hild,@neetinghemBvherehey@re@ndhelping@hemBtrive@o@Attain
ever-higher@evels@flkinowledge,@ompetence@nd@onfidence.m
Of@llBheMrogramsdhiaveBeen@round@he@ountry@hatBeek@ofromote@ulturally-
responsive@lassroomractices,@Meaching@ith@PurposeBtands@tEhe&erypinnaclefnferms
oftheir@ommitment@o@his@vidence-basedBpproach@o@ducatingBtudentsAndBmproving
school@limate.MavingBvorked®n@quitynitiativesBvith@ozensBfBchool@istricts,?
hundreds®fBchoolsEndBhousandsBfprofessional®ducators@ver@@uarter-century,therel
areflewprogramslhave@ncountered@hatBo@ompletelyBmbraceB@omprehensivel
approach@oRulturally@esponsivepracticesBs@oesmeaching@ithPurpose.?
IEm@xcited@o@ontinueBvorking@npartnershipBvith@eachingBvith®Purpose@ohelpdring
ever-greater@quity@oMregonBchools@nd@ommunities.ABincerelyfope@hat@awmakers?
willBeehe&ralue@n@T'WP’s@fforts,Bvhich@velin@he@ducational @quity@ommunity@anBo
readily@iscern.@

Sincerely,B

Tirm \Alicen
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Dr. Chris Emdin

TEACHERS COLLEGE
COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY

PROGRAM IN SCIENCE EDUCATION

February 10, 2017

Dear Oregon Senate Education Committee:

My name is Christopher Emdin, and | currently serve as Associate Professor of Science
Education and Associate Director of the Institute For Urban and Minority Education at Teachers
College, Columbia University. For the last decade, | have conducted research on the effectiveness
of culturally responsive teaching and practice across a number of educational settings. In that
time, every research measure imaginable indicates that this type of practice is under-focused upon
in schools and highly effective in transforming teaching and learning for all youth.

Given the outcomes of research conducted by a number of influential education scholars across
the country, and my own research in this area of study, | am proud to support Teaching With
Purpose (TWP) as a consortium member in their efforts to bring this powerful work to Portland.
Furthermore, | firmly believe that SB 204, and its goal of bringing more inclusive practice to
schools will move the dial for more equitable change in our educational system.

As you may know, any effort that enhances school culture, brings parents to schools as partners,
and enhances collaboration, work with families and communities creates the optimal learning
environments for young people. SB 204 and TWP champions such efforts through our focus on
effective classroom teaching across subject areas with cultural responsiveness at its core.

I fully support TWP and commit my time and resources to work with the consortium to help
strengthen and enhance existing evidence-based culturally responsive practices that improve
student achievement, improve school climate, and provide student and parent voices.

I'm excited to work in partnership with TWP to help to bring a meaningful systematic framework
of culturally responsive practice into the state or Oregon. | support this bill and its focus on
establishing a systematic approach to making our schools more equitable.

Sincerely,

N

[ ~
[ —
Christopher Emdin Ph.D
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Dr. Charlene Williams

February 13, 2017

Oregon Senate Education Committee
900 Court Street NE
Salem, OR 97301

To the Senate Education Committee:

I am writing to support the statewide culturally responsive educator certification program as outlined in SB
204. Culturally responsive practices and pedagogy are backed by years of research as the vehicle to
promote equitable outcomes for our students.

A concerted, state-wide effort to promote such practices through a certification process is an innovative
practice that will serve as model for other states.

As a former teacher, school and district leader in Portland, OR, often working with culturally and
linguistically diverse students, | am acutely aware of the significance of providing culturally responsive
practices through instruction and leadership to promote academic excellence. The gains educators are
making to eliminate opportunity and achievement disparity is often incremental and plagued with barriers to
providing every student with the high quality education and outcomes they deserve. This certification
process will accelerate the likelihood of every child being taught by culturally responsive educators in
schools and systems designed for their success.

We are at a period in this country where we need to take a definitive stand for public education. The focus
and intention presented in this bill communicates that the success of every Oregon student matters and we
will do what it takes to eliminate barriers and predictable disparity. | am heartened by the opportunity to
elevate these powerful practices to the level of certification. No longer will such language be a buzz word
in professional development circles but ideally a daily practice and experience for students, families and
educators.

Sincerely,

Dr. Charlene Williams
Assistant Superintendent
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Dr. Jeff Duncan-Andrade

Jeffrey M. R. Duncan-Andrade, Ph.D.

ANAE SAN FRANCISCO Associate Professor
‘/ém S Raza Studies & Education
NI STATE UNIVERSITY San Francisco State University

v 1600 Holloway Avenue, EP 111D

San Francisco, CA 94132
O: (415) 338-3287

February 9, 2017

To Whom It May Concern:

Research@learly@dentifies@he@elationship®etween@ulturally®esponsive@lassroom
andBchool@ultures@nd@nore@quitable®utcomesfor@hildren.@orEhis@eason,IAME
supportive®f@heBvorkbeing@oneby@TeachingBvith®Purposefotielp@obring@En
authentic@ndBystematicBrameworkBor@ulturally@esponsivepracticesfnto@hed
state@r@regon.

m

IEmBo@ommitted@oBupporting@heBvork®f@ eaching@ith®urpose@hatdz
volunteerny@ime@s@An@dvisor@or@hem,AlongBvithBomeBdfBhefostHrominent?
scholarsfn@heffield.@MyBupport®fiheir@Bvorkpromptsine@oBvritethisetter A
supportforBBZ04@o@stablish@Rulturally@esponsive@ertification@n®regon.@Vith@
thePassing@fhisbill, Dregonivillbecome@mationalfeadern@hefight@ornorel
equitable@chools,@ndergirding@heromise®df@quityfor@hildrenBvithAnActual @
policy@ommitmentEoBeeing@hat@oal@anifest.l
TheillBtands@oBupport@An@ducational@limate@n§ourBtate@hatBvillBtrengthenl
and@nhance@xisting@vidence-based@ulturally@esponsivepractices@hat@mprovel
student@chievement,@mproveBchool@limate, And@levateBtudentEndfarent
voices. [l

Respectfully,@

Jeffduncan-Andradel
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Dr. Danny Mielke

EASTERN OREGON UNIVERSITY
The University that WORKS WITH YOU

Letter@fBupport®@

February®,20170
Eastern®regon@niversity’s@ollege®fEducation@ullyBupportstheproposed?
Teaching@ith@Purposellegislation{SB204)beingBubmittedby@he T eaching@Vith
Purpose@onsortium. @
Forfthe®astivefrears,Eastern®regon@niversityLollege®fEducationhasiied @hel
state@hrough@ur@®regon'eacher®Pathwayfrogram@nd@urienterfor@ulturallyl
Responsive®racticesin@eveloping®rograms@imedAtfromoting@quitynBoth@
post-secondary@nd®K-12@ducation.WVeMhave@onducted@raining®Beminars,?
provided@ccelerated®earning,Andfave@ecruitedBrospective@eachersEBvho@anf
understand@nd @ffectivelynitiate@rograms@hatinvolve@ulturally@nd
linguistically@iverseeople.
Eastern@regon@niversityisBrepared@obe@Btrongdartnerfnhis@egislation@nd?
willBerve@s@helfiscalAgent@orthefunding@hould@tbe@pproved.@nAddition@hel
university@vill@ontinue@o®be@Partnerfnhis@ffortby@ontinuing@o@xpand@url
Oregonf'eacher®Pathway@rogram,End@ontinuing@oprovide@ulturallyResponsivel
training@o@urrent@nd@uture@ducatorshroughoutheBtate.?

Sincerely,
Dr.MannyMielke,Meanl
Colleges@fBusiness@AndEducation
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Dr. Tawnya Lubbes

Q\Q CENTER FOR

- CULTURALLY
RESPONSIVE

' PRACTICES

Eastern Oregon University

February 14, 2017
Dear Senate Education Committee:

The purpose of this testimony is to request your approval of SB204 which directs ODE, in a collaborative partnership with
the Teaching with Purpose Consortium (TWPC), to establish a culturally responsive practices certification program for
school districts and educators across the Oregon. As you are aware, Oregon is a state that has many laws that address
equity in education; however, there has been little accountability associated with these laws. SB 204 will create a
certification and training and accountability program for school districts and public educators that will ensure that
Culturally Responsive Practices (CRP) are employed.

This work cannot be done within the silos of school districts; rather the work must be done collaboratively in order to
create educational climates and cultures conducive to the necessary change and growth. By appointing the TWPC as the
certifying agency there will be assurances in place that the work is done in a cohesive manner and the measurements can
be consistent across the state.

In a partnership with the TWPC the Center for Culturally Responsive Practices (CCRP) at Eastern Oregon University
(EOU) will serve as the research center and fiscal agent of the work. CCRP will provide evidence based research support
for CRP. The center will aide in certification process through research based strategies and training supports that will
assist school districts and educators in their development as culturally responsive educators and leaders. This work
reinforces the power that equitable education can have in changing the educational climate that has historically oppressed
culturally and linguistically diverse students,

Funding for this initiative will enable our organizations to provide training and foster strong partnerships with the goal of
creating continuity between home and school, increases student success in the classroom and create and create equity
within the education systems across the state. Without continued support, funding, and accountability the work cannot
continue at the level that is needed. The formation of a certification process will be a means to ensure accountability for
equity and produce forward momentum in the transformation our education system into one that is more equitable and
generates genuine change.

I kindly urge you to pass SB204 with full funding. Thank you for all that you do to continually support an equitable
education system in the state of Oregon.

Respectfully,

LW -

Tawnya L. Lubbes

Assistant Professor of Education

Center for Culturally Responsive Practices Director
Oregon Teacher Pathway Program Director
Eastern Oregon University

One University Boulevard — La Grande, OR 97850-2807 — Web: www. eou.edu/ccrp
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New York University, TAC-D

NY ST E I N H AR DT Zakiyyah Ali Metropolitan Center for Research on
TAC-D Project Associate / Researcher Equity and the Transformation of
Schools
Technical Assistance Center on
Disproportionality (TAC-D)
726 Broadway, 5” Floor
New York, NY 10003
P: 212.998.5109
M: 347.262.7572
ZA11@NYU.EDU

February 3, 2017
Dear Oregon Department of Education,

New York University’s Metropolitan Center for Research on Equity and the Transformation of Schools
(Metro Center), led by Dr. David Kirkland, and the Technical Assistance Center on Disproportionality (TAC-
D) led by Dr. Patrick Jean-Pierre, are pleased to support the legislation proposed by Teach with Purpose
Conference that will direct the Oregon Department of Education to establish a program to certify schools,
school districts and educators that exemplify culturally responsive practices and competencies. In
addition, we are thrilled to partner with this esteemed organization in helping to create a nationwide
model for implementing culturally responsive education with this bill and anchor in how this important
technical assistance work can be done.

Through our center, we work with school districts that are currently cited and have previously been cited
by the New York State Education Department for disproportionality regarding the suspension of primarily
Black and Latino male students out of school for ten or more school days and who also have Individualized
Education Plans (IEPs). Our analyses of schools’ data demonstrate that cited schools have developed
discipline policies and procedures that are rooted in deficit beliefs held by school leaders, educators, and
practitioners that are also not culturally responsive to the students; and, according to the research, Black
students are more likely to be suspended for the same infractions as their white peers, whereas their
white peers are afforded interventions. Black students are also often subjected to disciplinary action that
results in suspensions for more subjective reasons such as “disrespect.” Lastly, according to renowned
researcher, Russell Skiba, this phenomena is what most Black students will encounter in schools when
schools are not culturally responsive.

In 1995, Dr. Gloria Ladson Billings presented a compelling case for creating culturally responsive pedagogy
and her case is a part of the foundational material used in our Culturally Responsive Education (CRE)
curriculum in our professional and technical assi to the schools districts with whom
we work. Research suggests that when schools become more culturally responsive, they are more likely
to utilize suspension as a last result and that they will rely more heavily on the implementation of
intervention strategies that come from the establishment of Response to Intervention (RTI), Positive
Behavioral Interventions and Supports (PBIS) teams, and other resources that exists in culturally
responsive schools. Also according to the research, culturally responsive schools, in order to enhance the
school’s culture of collaboration, work with families and communities for the sake of creating safe learning
environments and advancing high quality school climates and cultures. We recognize and understand
that one of the most important purposes of Teaching with Purpose Conference is to strengthen and
enhance existing evidence-based culturally responsive practices that improve student achievement,
improve school climate, and provide student and parent voices. For these reasons, are committed to
helping Teach with Purpose Conference with that purpose and we support this proposed legislation.




