Board of Directors
Jon Belcher

Kevin Gilbride
Kaitlyn Grigsby-Hall
Eric Gunderson

Pat Hocken

Shane MacRhodes
Bree Nicolello
Michele O’Leary
Brittany Quick-Warner
Brett Rowlett
Joshua Skov

Kari Turner

Rob Zako

Board of Advisors
John Allcott
Susan Ban

Terry Beyer
Alexis Biddle
Shawn Boles
Dan Bryant

Phil Carrasco
Chelsea Clinton
Julie Daniel

Rick Duncan
Tim Duy

Celeste Edman
Emily Eng

Mike Eyster
Nigel Francisco
David Funk
Gerry Gaydos
Beth Gerot
George Grier
Dean Huber
Richard Hughes
Kaarin Knudson
Terry McDonald
DeLeesa Meashintubby
Tom Mulhern
Mia Nelson

Walt Norblad
Mark Pangborn
Sue Prichard
Matt Roberts
Seth Sadofsky
Marc Schlossberg
Tom Schneider
Betsy Schultz
Carmel Snyder
Jean Tate

Jenny Ulum
Carmen Urbina
John VanLandingham
Stefano Viggiano
Sue Wolling

Better Eugene-Springfield Transit

February 15,2017
Testimony to House Committee on Transportation Policy re HB 2667
Rob Zako, Executive Director

Better Eugene-Springfield Transit (BEST) supports House Bill 2667, which
creates a new task force to examine strategies to eliminate deaths and life-
changing injuries on Oregon’s roads.

The statistics are sobering. From 2014 to 2015, traffic fatalities nationally
increased by 7%, the largest percentage increase in 50 years. During the
same time period, Oregon suffered a shocking 25% increase, the highest of
any state other than Vermont.! From 2015 to 2016, traffic deaths in Oregon
rose an additional 11%.? Locally, in both 2014 and 2015, Lane County
suffered more traffic deaths than any other Oregon county.3

But statistics don’t convey the human toll. Two years ago, a man driving a
pickup truck through Springfield lost attention, ran a red light, and killed
three children, who with their mother were legally crossing Main Street.*
That one tragedy irreparably affected the lives of many—including the
driver, who wishes he could redo the afternoon of February 22, 2015.
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James Hudson Crawford and Cortney Hudson with their children, John Alexander Day, 8,
McKenzie Mae Hudson, 5, and Tyler James Hudson, 4. (Source: KVAL TV.)

Those three deaths shocked our community, prompted the mayors of
Springfield and Eugene to accept the Mayors’ Challenge for Safer People,
Safer Streets,® and led BEST to start a coalition—including youth (Safe
Routes to School®), mothers (Mothers Against Drunk Driving’), seniors
(AARP Oregon?®), and others—calling for an end to such tragedies.’

P.0. Box 773, Eugene, OR 97440 « 541-343-5201

info@best-oregon.org » www.best-oregon.org » www.facebook.com/BetterEugeneSpringfield Transportation

BEST’s mission is to promote a thriving, equitable, and sustainable Eugene-Springfield area with a world-class network of
safe, practical, and affordable options for people to ride the bus, bicycle, and walk. BEST pursues this mission by
educating the public, convening community leaders, helping forge consensus, and advocating in the public interest.



BEST believes road tragedies are a critical problem:

Affect everyone: Any of us or our loved ones could be a victim, whether driving a
car, truck or motorcycle; bicycling; walking; or using a mobility device.10

Are a public health epidemic: In Oregon, road crashes are the 2nd, 3rd and 4th
leading cause of death for people ages 15-24, 25-34 and 35-44, respectively.11

Have economic costs: Lane County estimates that the cost of road fatalities over
the last five years throughout the county has averaged $318 million—per year!12

BEST believes the state must take action:

Tragedies are preventable: Twenty years ago Sweden and more recently
communities across the United States are showing that a data-driven, best-practices,
cost-effective approach combining engineering, education, enforcement and
emergency response (“Four E’s”) works.

Communities are stepping up: Lane County with Towards Zero Deaths,!3 Eugene
with Vision Zero,'* Springfield,!> Lane Transit District with Vision Zero,!¢ the Central
Lane Metropolitan Planning Organization with a draft safety plan,!” and other local
jurisdictions are working together to save lives.

Oregon must lead: But there is only so much Oregon’s local communities can do
absent leadership from the state. Oregon must take action to save lives on our roads.

BEST strongly supports HB 2667 to bring together leaders from across the state to
understand the safety problems plaguing Oregon and to recommend needed actions.

For BEST,

Rot Zoho

Rob Zako

Executive Director
541-343-5201
rob@best-oregon.edu
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9 Components of a Strong Vision Zero Commitment

Based on the experiences of early-adopter cities in the United States, these nine components have proven to be
an effective high-level framework for communities considering a Vision Zero commitment. While these are not
the only factors to consider, they are critical aspects to ensure a strong and lasting commitment to Vision Zero.

POLITICAL COMMITMENT
The highest-ranking local officials (Mayor, City Council,

City Manager) make an official and public commitment
to a Vision Zero goal to achieve zero traffic fatalities
and severe injuries among all road users (including

people walking, biking, using transit, ‘

and driving) within a set timeframe. This
L

should include passage of a local policy
laying out goals, timeline, stakeholders,
and a commitment to community
engagement, transparency, &
equitable outcomes.

MULTI-DISCIPLINARY LEADERSHIP

An official city Vision Zero Taskforce (or Leadership
Committee) is created and charged with leading the
planning effort for Vision Zero. The Taskforce should
include, at a minimum, high-ranking representatives
from the Office of the Mayor, Police, Transportation
(or equivalent), and Public Health. Other departments
to involve include Planning, Fire, Emergency Services,
Public Works, District

Attorney, Office of Senior
Services, Disability, and
the School District.

ACTION PLAN

Vision Zero Action Plan (or
Strategy) is created within 1
year of initial commitment
and is implemented with clear
strategies, owners of each
strategy, interim targets,
timelines, & performance

EQUITY

City stakeholders commit to both

an equitable approach to Vision

Zero by establishing inclusive and

representative processes, as well

as equitable outcomes by ensuring

measurable benchmarks to provide
safe transportation
options for all road

measures.
users in all parts of
the city.

COOPERATION &
COLLABORATION

A commitment is

made to encourage

meaningful cooperation

and collaboration among relevant
governmental agencies & community
stakeholders to establish a
framework for multiple stakeholders

to set shared goals and focus on
coordination and accountability.

SYSTEMS-BASED APPROACH

City leaders commit to and prioritize a systems-based
approach to Vision Zero — focusing on the built
environment, systems, and policies that influence
behavior — as well as adopting messaging that
emphasizes that these traffic losses are preventable.

DATA-DRIVEN

City stakeholders commit to gather,
analyze, utilize, and share reliable data

to understand traffic safety issues and
prioritize resources based on evidence of
the greatest needs and impact.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Opportunities are created to invite meaningful
community engagement, such as select community
representation on the Taskforce, broader community
input through public meetings or

'% ‘ workshops, online surveys, and other
»

feedback opportunities.

TRANSPARENCY

The city’s process is transparent to city stakeholders
and the community, including regular
updates on the progress on the Action
Plan and performance measures, and a
yearly report (at minimum) to the local
governing board (e.g., City Council).

For more visit the Vision Zero Network at visionzeronetwork.org.

Questions or ideas? Contact leah@visionzeronetwork.org.
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