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Dorothea Lange’s Censored Photographs of FDR’s Japanese
Concentration Camps

The military seized her photographs, quietly depositing them in the
National Archives, where they remained mostly unseen and
unpublished until 2006

Dorothea Lange—well known for her FSA photographs like Migrant Mother—was hired by the U.S. government to make a photographic record of
the “evacuation” and “relocation” of Japanese-Americans in 1942. She was eager to take the commission, despite being opposed to the effort, as
she believed “a true record of the evacuation would be valuable in the future.”

The military commanders that reviewed her work realized that Lange’s contrary point of view was evident through her photographs, and seized
them for the duration of World War I, even writing “impounded” across some of the prints. The photos were quietly deposited into the National
Archives, where they remained largely unseen until 2006.

| wrote more about the history of Lange’s photos and President Roosevelt’s Executive Order 9066 initiating the Japanese Internment in another
post on the Anchor Editions Blog.

Below, I've selected some of Lange’s photos from the National Archives—including the captions she wrote—pairing them with quotes from people

who were imprisoned in the camps, as quoted in the excellent book, Impounded: Dorothea Lange and the Censored Images of Japanese American
Internment.

I've also made a limited number of prints of her photos available for sale at Anchor Editions, and I’'m donating 50% of the proceeds to the ACLU—
they were there during WWII handling the two principal Supreme Court cases, fighting against the government’s mass incarceration of Japanese-
Americans—and they have pledged to continue to fight against further unconstitutional civil rights violations. Their fight seems especially
important today given the current tide of anti-Muslim rhetoric, and talk of national registries and reactionary immigration policies.

“A photographic record could protect against false allegations of mistreatment and violations of international law, but it carried the risk, of course,
of documenting actual mistreatment.”

— Linda Gordon, Impounded: Dorothea Lange and the Censored Images of Japanese American Internment
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May 8, 1942 — Hayward, California. Members of the Mochida family awaiting evacuation bus. ldentification tags are used to aid in keeping the
family unit intact during all phases of evacuation. Mochida operated a nursery and five greenhouses on a two-acre site in Eden Township. He raised
snapdragons and sweet peas. Evacuees of Japanese ancestry will be housed in War Relocation Authority centers for the duration.
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April 28, 1942 — Byron, California. These field laborers of Japanese ancestry at Wartime Civil Control Administration Control Station are receiving
final instructions regarding their evacuation to an Assembly center in three days.
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May 6, 1942 — Oakland, California. Kimiko Kitagaki, young evacuee guarding the family baggage prior to departure by bus in one half hour to
Tanforan Assembly center. Her father was, until evacuation, in the cleaning and dyeing business.
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