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173.315

173.210 Employment of staff. Subject
to the approval of the committee, the Legis-
lative Counsel may employ and fix the com-
pensation of such professional assistants and
clerical and other employees as the Legisla-
tive Counsel deems necessary for the effec-
tive conduct of the work under the charge

of the Legislative Counsel. [1953 c.492 §11; 1973
¢.735 §8]

173.215 Effect of expiration of terms
of committee members. (1) The expiration
of the terms of members of the Legislative
Counsel Committee, as provided by ORS
173.191, does not affect the employment of
any individual filling a position previously
approved by the committee.

(2) After the convening of the Legislative
Assembly in an odd-numEered year regular
session and until the newly appointed Legis-
lative Counsel Committee provides other-
wise, the Legislative Counsel may employ
and fix the compensation of individuals the
Legislative Counsel considers necessary for
the effective conduct of the work supervised
or managed by the Legislative Counsel.

(3) Notwithstanding ORS 173.111 and
178.200, if a vacancy occurs in the position
of Legislative Counsel after the convening of
the Legislative Assembly in an odd-numbered
year regular session and before the appoint-
ment of a Legislative Counsel Committee,
the President of the Senate and the Speaker
of the House of Representatives may jointly
select a Legislative Counsel who has the
qualifications set forth in ORS 173.200. The
Legislative Counsel selected by the President
and the Speaker serves at their pleasure at
a salary jointly fixed by the President and
the Speaker that does not exceed the salary
last fixed by the committee. The President
and Speaker may act in lieu of the Legisla-
tive Counsel Committee under ORS 293.335
in designating the Legislative Counsel they
select to approve disbursements and in filing
the statement of designation. After appoint-
ment of a Legislative Counsel Committee,
the Legislative Counsel selected under this
subsection serves at the pleasure of the
committee and the committee may exercise
power and authority over the Legislative
Counsel as if the Legislative Counsel had

been selected by the committee. [1965 c.113 §1;
1967 c5 §1; 1975 ¢.136 §10; 1999 ¢.117 §6; 2011 ¢.545 §10}

173220 Location of Legislative
Counsel’s office. The permanent office of
the Legislative Counsel shall be in the State
Capitol, where the Legislative Counsel shall
be provided with suitable and sufficient of-
fices convenient to the chambers of the
House and Senate. [1953 c.492 §12]

173.230 Confidential nature of matters
handled by committee’s staff. (1) The Leg-
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islative Counsel or any employee of the Leg-
islative Counsel Committee may not reveal
to any person not an employee of the com-
mittee the contents or nature of any matter
before the Legislative Counsel in the official
capacity of the Legislative Counsel, if the
erson bringing the matfer before the Legis-
ative Counsel or employee designates the
matter as confidential. Matters not desig-
nated as confidential may be revealed only
as prescribed by the rules of the committee.

(2) Notwithstanding subsection (1) of this
section, the Legislative Counsel may provide
a copy of a draft measure to the Legislative
Fiscal Officer and the Legislative Revenue
Officer.

(3) The provision by the Legislative
Counsel of a copy of a draft measure under
subsection (2) of this section is not a waiver

of privilege under ORS 40.225. (1953 492 §14;
1961 ¢.167 §30; 1999 c.117 §7; 2001 c45 §4]

173.240 Committee’s staff prohibited
from influencing legislation. Neither the
Legislative Counsel nor any employee of the
committee shall oppose, urge or attempt to
influence legislation. [1953 c.492 §14]

173250 (1953 c.492 §15; 1957 ¢.60 §1; subsection (4)

enacted as 1961 c.159 §2; 1969 ¢.256 §5; 1981 ¢.517 §24;
renumbered 171.305]

173310 (1963 c.292 §2 (173.310 to 173.340 enacted in
lieu of 173.155); 1969 ¢.314 §10; 1971 ¢.638 §7; 1977 c.186
§1; repealed by 1979 c.472 §2]

OREGON LAW COMMISSION

178.315 Oregon Law Commission es-
tablished; duties; membership; chairper-
son. (1) The Oregon Law Commission is
established to conduct a continuous substan-
tive law revision program as described in
ORS 173.338.

(2) The Oregon Law Commission has 15
members, as follows:

(a) A person appointed by the President
of the Senate who is a member of the Senate
at the time of appointment;

(b) A person appointed by the President
of the Senate who is a current or former
member of the Senate at the time of ap-
pointment;

(c) A person appointed by the Speaker of
the House of Representatives who is a mem-
ber of the House of Representatives at the
time of appointment;

(d) A person appointed by the Speaker of
the House of the Representatives who is a
current or former member of the House of
Representatives at the time of appointment;

(e) The deans of Oregon’s accredited law
schools, or their designees;

(f) Three persons appointed by the Board
of Governors of the Oregon State Bar;
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(g) The Attorney General, or the Attor-
ney General’s designee;

(h) The Chief Justice of the Supreme
Court, or the Chief Justice’s designee;

(i) The Chief Judge of the Court of Ap-
peals, or the Chief Judge’s designee;

(j) A person appointed by the Chief Jus-
tice of the Supreme Court who is a circuit
court judge, or a retired circuit court judge
who has been designated as a senior judge
unger' ORS 1.300, at the time of appointment;
an

(k) One person appointed by the Gover-
nor.

(3) The Attorney General, the Chief Jus-
tice of the Supreme Court, the Chief Judge
of the Court of Appeals and the deans of
Oregon’s accredited law schools are ex
officio members of the commission and have
the same powers as appointed members.

(4)(a) Except as provided in paragraph (b)
of this subsection, a?puinted members of the
commission serve four-year terms. Terms
commence on July 1 of even-numbered years.
Before the expiration of the four-year term,
the appointing authority shall appoint a suc-
cessor. A person who has served as a mem-
ber is eligible for reappointment.

(b) A person appointed under subsection
(2)(a) of this section serves a term of four
years, or until the person ceases to he a
member of the Senate, whichever occurs
first. A person appointed under subsection
(2)(c) of this section serves a term of four
years, or until the person ceases to be a
member of the House of Representatives,
whichever occurs first.

(6) If there is a vacancy in the position
of an appointed member:

(a) The appointing authority shall ap-
point a person as soon as possible to serve
during the remainder of the unexpired term;
and

(b) The appointing authority may specify
that the person appointed to serve the re-
mainder of the unexpired term is also ap-
pointed to the next following full term.

(6) If a member of the commission is au-
thorized under subsection (2) of this section
to name a designee, a person named as a
designee has all of the powers and duties of
the member until the designation expires or
is revoked. The following persons may be
designated:

(a) A dean of one of Oregon’s accredited
law schools may designate a member of the
faculty of the law school.

(b) The Chief Justice may designate a
Supreme Court judge.
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(c) The Chief Judge of the Court of Ap-
peals may designate another judge of the
Court of Appeals.

(d) The Attorney General may designate
an assistant attorney general or the Deputy
Attorney General.

(7) The term of an appointed member of
the commission shall cease if the member
misses three consecutive meetings without
prior approval of the chairperson, and the
appointing authority for the position shall
appoint a person to fill the vacancy in the
manner provided by subsection (5) of this
section,

(8) The Oregon Law Commission shall
elect its chairperson and vice chairperson
from among the members with such powers
and duties as the commission shall deter-
mine.

(9) A majority of the members of the
commission constitutes a quorum for the
transaction of business. If a quorum is pres-
ent at a meeting, the commission may take
action by an affirmative vote by a majority
of the members of the commission who are
present.

(10) Members of the commission who are
members of the Legislative Assembly are en-
titled to compensation and expense re-
imbursement as provided in ORS 171.072.
[1981 ¢.813 §1; 1997 ¢.661 §1; 2009 c.114 §1; 2011 ¢.272 §14|

173.320 [1963 ¢.292 §3 (173.310 to 173.340 enacted in
lieu of 173.155); repealed by 1979 ¢.472 §2]

173.325 Compensation and expenses of
members. (1) A member of the Legislative
Assembly who serves as a member of the
Oregon Law Commission, or on any work
group established under ORS 173.352, may
receive actual and necessary travel and other
expenses under ORS 171.072 from funds ap-
propriated to the Legislative Assembly.

(2) A member of the Oregon Law Com-
mission who is not a member of the Legisla-
tive Assembly shall receive no compensation
for services as a member but, subject to any
other applicable law regulating travel and
other expenses for state officers, may receive
actual and necessary travel and other ex-
penses incurred in the performance of official
duties, providing funds are appropriated
therefor in the budget of the Legislative
Counsel Committee. [1981 ¢813 §2; 1987 ¢879 §3;
1997 661 §2; 2009 114 §3]

173.328 Commission meetings. The Or-
egon Law Commission shall meet regularly
pursuant to a schedule established by the
commission. The commission also shall meet
at other times and places specified by the
call of the chairperson or of a majority of the

members of the commission. [1997 c.661 §5; 2009
c.114 §4]
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173.330 [1963 ¢.292 §4 (173.310 to 173.340 enacted in
lieu of 173.155); repealed by 1979 ¢.472 §2]

173.335 Legislative Counsel assistance.
The Legislative Counsel shall assist the Ore-
gon Law Commission to carry out its func-
tions as provided by law and shall provide
necessary drafting services to the commis-
sion as legislative &)r-iorities permit. [1981 ¢.813
§83.4; 1997 661 §6; 2009 c.114 §5)

173.338 Law revision program. (1) The
law revision program conducted by the Ore-
gon Law Commission may include, but is not
limited to:

(a) Review of the common law and stat-
utes of the state, and current judicial deci-
sions, for the purpose of discovering defects
and anachronisms in the law.

(b) Consideration of changes in the law
recommended by the American Law Insti-
tute, the National Conference of Commis-
sioners on Uniform State Laws, any bar
association or other learned bodies.

(¢) Consideration of suggestions from
judges, justices, public officials, lawyers and
the public generally as to defects and anach-
ronisms in the law.

(d) Recommendation for changes in the
law that the commission considers necessary
to modify or eliminate antiquated and ineq-
uitable rules of law and to bring the law of
Oregon into harmony with modern condi-
tions.

(e) Recommendation for the express re-
peal of statutes repealed by implication or
held unconstitutional by state and federal
courts.

(2) The commission shall study any topic
that the Legislative Assembly, by law or
concurrent resolution, refers to the commis-
sion. [1997 c.661 §3; 2009 c.114 §6]

173.340 (1963 ¢.292 §5 (173.310 to 173.340 enacted in
lieu of 173.155); repealed by 1979 ¢.472 §2]

173.342 Commission biennial report to
Legislative Assembly. The Oregon Law
Commission shall file a report at each odd-
numbered year regular session of the Legis-
lative Assembly that contains
recommendations for statutory and adminis-
trative changes and a calendar of topics se-
lected by the commission for study, including
a list of the studies in progress and a list of

topics intended for future consideration. [1997
¢.661 §4; 2009 c.114 §7; 2011 c.545 §29]

173.345 Cooperation with bar associ-
ations or other associations. The Oregon
Law Commission may cooperate with any bar
association or other learned, professional or
scientific association, institution or founda-
tion in a manner suitable to fulfill the func-
tions of the commission. [1997 c.661 §7)
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173.347 Appearance of commission
members or staff before Legislative As-
sembly. The Oregon Law Commission by its
members or its staff may appear before com-
mittees of the Legislative Assembly in an
advisory capacity, pursuant to the rules
thereof, to present testimony and evidence in
support of the commission’s recommen-
dations. [1997 c.661 §8]

173.350 [1965 ¢.397 §1; repealed by 1979 c.472 §2}

173.352 Work groups. (1) To aid and
advise the Oregon Law Commission in the
performance of its functions, the commission
may establish work groups. Work groups es-
tablished by the commission may be continu-
ing or temporary. The commission shall
determine the representation, membership,
terms and organization of work groups and
shall appoint work group members.

(2) Members of work groups established
by the commission are not entitled to com-
pensation, but in the discretion of the com-
mission may be reimbursed from funds
available to the commission for actual and
necessary travel and other expenses incurred

in the performance of their official duties.
[1997 ¢.661 §10; 2009 c.114 §§]

173.355 Solicitation and receipt of gifts
and grants. The Oregon Law Commission
may solicit and receive funds from grants

and gifts to assist and support its functions.
[1997 c.661 §9]

173.357 Disposition of moneys col-
lected or received by commission. All
moneys collected or received by the Oregon
Law Commission shall be paid into the Gen-
eral Fund of the State Treasury. Such mon-
eys are continuously appropriated for and
shall be used by the commission in carrying
out the purposes for which the funds are re-
ceived. [1997 c.661 §11]

LEGISLATIVE FISCAL OFFICER

173.410 Appointing authority for Leg-
islative Fiscal Officer; selection of officer.
(1) As used in this section, ORS 173.420 and
173.450, “appointing authority” means the
Joint Committee on Ways and Means during
a session of the Legislative Assembly and the
Emergency Board during the interim be-
tween sessions of the Legislative Assembly.

(2) The appointing authority shall select
the Legislative Fiscal Officer who shall serve
at the pleasure of the appointing authority
gtr}ld under its direction. [1959 ¢.70 §1; 1971 ¢.679
1

173.420 Duties of Legislative Fiscal
Officer. (1) Pursuant to the policies and di-
rections of the appointing authority, the
Legislative Fiscal Officer shall:
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