JANELLE S. BYNUM COMMUNITIES
STATE REPRESENTATIVE East Portland
DISTRICT 51 Damascus
Gresham
Boring
Clackamas
Happy Valley
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
June 21%, 2017

Senator Beyer, Representative McKeown

Joint Committee On Transportation Preservation and Modernization
Oregon State Capitol

900 State St. NE

Salem, OR 97301

Dear Senator Beyer, Representative McKeown, and the members of the Joint Committee On
Transportation Preservation and Modernization,

After months of work on a transportation package this legislative session, we want to start
by extending our gratitude for your tireless dedication to Oregon’s transportation needs. We are
closer now than ever to a transformational plan for our entirc state’s infrastructure thanks to your
cfforts.

While the transportation package has many strengths, we urge you to consider increasing
the investment in Outer Powell Blvd. The Outer Powell corridor, starting at SE 99® Ave. and
extending to SE 174 Ave., consistently ranks as onc of the most dan gerous roads in Oregon.
There are six sites within this stretch of road that rank in the top 10 percent of ODOT Safety
Priority Index System locations. From 2009-13, crashes along the road were 37% higher than
similar ODOT roads.

These stats have a tangible impact on Oregonians every day. Outer Powell lacks some of
the most basic amenities possible, with sidewalks few and far between, sporadic street lighting,
and a lack of proper public transit stations. Familics walking to the corner store, to church, to
school, have no barrier whatsoever from cars travelling 35 mph or more. The lack of a left turn
lane compounds the problem, forcing cars to dart into the bike lane, which also serves as the only
pedestrian walkway, to avoid major traffic snarls. The residents of East Portland have little choice
but to accept this danger as part of their daily lives and commute. We can’t turn a blind cye to an
alrcady underserved, too often ignored segment of the City of Portland. We need to do better.

Outer Powell has been neglected for decades. As the City of Portland has grown up around
it, development and improvements along the corridor have been stagnant until very recently. It
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remains under the jurisdiction of ODOT despite being a main transportation artery for the city
because its condition is too poor to consider a jurisdictional transfer. There was, however, a major
success in the 2015 legislative session, with an East Portland delegation of legislators and
numerous community and elected partners banding together to secure $17 million from the statc
and $3 million from the City of Portland to renovate SE 122™ Ave. to SE 136™ Ave. Now is our
chance to finish the job.

The project is broken down into four segments, with SE 122" — SE 136™ already funded.

% Segment | — SE 99® — SE 116%™ | $37 million
% Segment 2 — SE 116® — SE 1227 | $10 million
Segment 3 — SE 136™ — SE 162°¢ | $42 million
Segment 4 — SE 162 — SE 174* | $22 million
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Should a transportation package pass the Oregon Legislature, we formally request full
funding of the Outer Powell Transportation Safety Project, totaling $111 million.

If a full transportation package does not pass in 2017, or if the package is significantly
reduced in scope, we ask for funding to segment 3 of the project, followed by segment 4, totaling
$42 million and $22 million respectively.

It is our hope that we can finally put the issue of Outer Powell to rest and significantly
improve this important corridor for our region. Thank you for your time and consideration of this
request,

Sincerely,
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Janelle Bynum
Representative for House District 51
Orecgon House of Representatives
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Carla Piluso
Representative for House District 50
Oregon House of Representatives

Jeff Reardon
Representative for House District 48
Oregon House of Representatives
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Rob Nosse
Representative for House District 42
Oregon House of Representative
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Diego Hernandez Ted Wheeler
Representative for House District 47 I\fllayor
Oregon House of Representatives City of Portland
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Dan Saltzman Jessica Vega Pederson
Commissioner Commissioner, District 3
City of Portland Multnomah County

Lori Stegmann

Commissioner, District 4
Multnomah County

Enclosures (4)

cc: President Courtney
Speaker Kotek
Representative Williamson



GOS0 D92 T OREGEN DEPARTMENT CFF TRANSPORTATION - TRANSPURTATION DEVELOPMENT DRVEI0N PRAGE 1
TRANSPOR TATION DRTA SECTION - CRASH ANALYSIS AND REPORTING UNIT
CRASH SUMMARIES BY YEAR BY COLLISION TYPE

Qurer Powell Blvd project area, US 26 Mt Hood Huwy 26 From SE 99th Ave (NF5.03) to SE 174th Ava (WP 9.87), Lty of Portiand
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CO51E0 Cenazmy OREGON DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION - TRANSPORTATION DEVELOPMENT DIVISION PAGE 2
TRANSPORTATION DATA SECTION . CRASH ANALYSIS AND BEPORTING UNIT
CRASH SUMMARILS BY YEAR BY C.OLLISION TYPE
Chnzer Powe'] Sivd project area, UG 296 M Hood Hwy 25 fram SE 93%h Ave (MP 6 03] to 5F 1441 Aue {MIP 9 BF), City ot Fortiand
2011 215
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BACKING [} g 6 ) 1] 4 2 g 1 7 2 2 o 2
FIXED OTHER OSJFCT 1 an 108 207 1 138 5 a4 108 04 103 27 [ 209
HEAD-ON i w5 2 19 3 A0 3 13 & 12 5 1] 1]
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Distlawner A bigher number of crashes may be reporled as of 2011 compared fa prior yeas  This does nof reflect an incroase irannual croshes. Tho higher rumbers rocult
fom & chartge foan nleme! depadmental provess that alovs e Crash Anaiysis and Repording Uit o add prewi ‘alie, non-fatal crash repods do e snnusl dale e
Please be aware of this change when comparing pre-2071 crash otatistics.
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