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Dear Joint Committee on Tax Reform members,
I have Finnish heritage. Below is a bit of Finnish history:

The best quality of life in the EU. World's Best Country for Human Capital. The most stable
country in the world. Cleanest air. Second best country for mothers. Second happiest nation
on earth. Second place on the Good Country Index in 2014.

After independence, the young nation began a series of reforms that helped to make
Finland what it is today. A series of clinics were opened in the 1920s to look after the health
of children and new mothers. Education as a right for all was implemented. Those ideals
have helped create one of the best-educated, gender-equal countries in the world. They've
also paved the way for the country of less than six million inhabitants to have an outsized
influence on modern culture, especially in Europe. It's also helped turn the agrarian
backwater into an economic powerhouse, ranked as one of the best places for technology
firms to do business due to its citizens' technical know-how.

Isn't this what we want for Oregon? We need game-changing revenue to make investments in
Oregon education and social services to improve the lives of all Oregonians.

Thanks,
Sue Mandeville
Springfield, OR
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