
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
To:		 	 Joint	Committee	On	Ways	and	Means	SubCommittee	On	Human	Services	
From:			 Annie	Kirschner,	Executive	Director	
Subject:		 Statement	of	support	for	HB	3398	
Date:		 	 June	8,	2017	
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
	
	

Chairs	Steiner-Hayward	and	Rayfield,	and	Members	of	the	Committee:		
	
My	name	is	Annie	Kirschner,	and	I	am	the	Executive	Director	of	Partners	for	a	Hunger-Free	
Oregon.	
	
Partners	for	a	Hunger-Free	Oregon	urges	your	support	for	HB	3398	to	continue	the	
work	of	the	Oregon	Hunger	Task	Force	by	continuing	funding	at	current	levels.	The	
bill	passed	unanimously	(8-0)	out	of	the	House	Human	Services	and	Housing	Committee	on	
April	11th.		
	
With	the	rate	of	hunger	in	our	state	continuing	to	rise,	the	work	of	the	Oregon	Hunger	Task	
Force	has	never	been	more	urgent.	
	
Together	with	the	Oregon	Hunger	Task	Force,	Partners	for	a	Hunger-Free	Oregon	works	to	
end	hunger	before	it	begins	by	addressing	its	root	causes.	The	two	entities’	common	goal	is	
to	build	families'	economic	stability	and	food	security	so	that	all	Oregonians	have	sufficient	
means	and	ready	access	to	healthy	and	culturally	appropriate	food.	
	
History	
The	Oregon	Hunger	Task	Force	was	created	by	the	State	Legislature	in	1989	(ORS	
458.532).	At	the	time	Oregon	ranked	high	for	hunger	among	states,	and	in	response	the	
legislature	dedicated	resources	and	gathered	a	group	of	experts	to	tackle	this	issue,	
declaring	"All	persons	have	the	right	to	be	free	from	hunger."		
	
The	Task	Force	was	created	to	act	as	a	resource	within	government,	coordinating	the	
“effective	and	efficient	provision	of	hunger-relief	services”	statewide.	The	Task	Force's	
members	are	comprised	of	22	diverse	private	and	public	sector	organizations,	including	
bipartisan	legislators,	state	agencies,	the	Oregon	Food	Bank,	Meals	on	Wheels	People,	
OHSU,	Oregon	State	University	and	OSU	Extension,	the	agricultural	sector,	faith	leaders	and	
other	community	leaders.	It's	a	powerful	group	of	stakeholders	across	Oregon	and	together	
the	Task	Force:	

• Researches,	documents,	and	raises	awareness	about	the	extent	of	hunger	in	Oregon.	



• Coordinates	the	provision	of	food	and	nutrition	services	across	the	state.	
• Makes	recommendations	for	the	legislature	and	state	agencies	for	the	alleviation	of	

hunger.	
	
In	2006,	following	the	release	of	a	powerful	5-year	plan	to	address	hunger,	Partners	for	a	
Hunger-Free	Oregon	was	created	to	support	the	work	of	the	Oregon	Hunger	Task	Force.	
The	urgency	of	the	problem	and	the	opportunity	for	progress	directed	the	members	of	the	
Oregon	Hunger	Task	Force	to	launch	a	private	non-profit	organization	whose	staff	would	
directly	support	and	help	implement	the	recommendations	the	Task	Force.	Since	that	time	
the	biennial	investment	by	the	state	has	leveraged	millions	of	dollars	in	private	funding	to	
address	hunger	and	has	helped	draw	down	federal	funds	through	expansion	of	nutrition	
programs	like	SNAP	and	school	meals.	
	
Accomplishments	and	Recommendations	Implemented	
The	Oregon	Hunger	Task	Force	has	proven	to	be	a	wise	investment	over	time	for	Oregon.	
For	more	than	25	years,	recommendations	that	have	been	implemented	have	helped	the	
lives	of	countless	Oregonians	gain	access	to	nutritious	meals	and	escape	poverty.	Here	is	a	
short	sampling	of	recommendations	that	have	been	implemented	over	the	years:	
	

• Connected	more	Oregon	students	with	nutritious	meals	at	school.		
School	meals	not	only	reduce	child	hunger,	but	also	equip	Oregon's	students	for	
success	in	the	classroom.	Kids	that	eat	meals	at	school	are	more	likely	to	graduate	
high	school.	The	legislature	implemented	Task	Force	recommendations	such	as:	

o 1990:	Require	all	public	schools	in	Oregon	where	25%	or	more	of	the	
students	receive	free	or	reduced-price	lunches	to	offer	the	federally	
supported	school	breakfast	program.	

o 2009:	Eliminated	the	co-pay	for	school	breakfasts	for	students	eligible	for	
reduced-price	meals.	

o 2015:	Eliminated	the	co-pay	for	school	lunch	for	students	eligible	for	
reduced-price	meals,	increasing	access	for	30,000	students.	

o 2015:	Launched	a	statewide	campaign	to	increase	school	breakfast	
participation,	conducting	cross-agency	outreach	and	a	school	challenge	that	
helped	schools	serve	24%	more	children	in	one	month.	

• Contributed	to	a	significant	drop	in	Oregon's	hunger	rate	in	the	early	2000's	by	
conducting	successful	outreach	efforts	to	ensure	a	higher	percentage	of	Oregonians	
eligible	for	the	Supplemental	Nutrition	Assistance	Program	(SNAP)	were	
participating.	Oregon's	hunger	rate	went	from	worst	in	the	nation	in	2000	to	17th	in	
2005	because	of	these	efforts.	

• Helped	more	families	escape	poverty	by	helping	to	design	a	re-investment	
package	in	2015	for	the	Temporary	Assistance	for	Needy	Families	(TANF)	program	
based	feedback	from	focus	groups	with	TANF	clients.	The	Task	Force	also	
recommended	the	state	establish	a	partial	federal	match	for	the	Earned	Income	Tax	
Credit	(EITC),	which	it	did	in	1997.	The	EITC,	along	with	the	Child	Tax	Credit,	now	
lifts	129,000	Oregon	households	out	of	poverty	each	year.	



• Closing	the	hunger	gap	for	children	during	the	summer	and	after	school	by	
leading	outreach	and	technical	assistance	efforts	to	recruit	more	local	organizations	
to	offer	free	meals	through	the	federal	Summer	Food	Service	Program,	while	
establishing	a	state	“Expansion	Grant”	fund	and	increasing	the	per-meal	
reimbursement	rate.		
	

Oregon	Hunger	Task	Force	Goals	in	the	Future	
Since	2005	The	Oregon	Hunger	Task	Force	has	published	a	guiding	plan	to	help	the	state	
address	hunger.	In	February	of	2017	the	Task	Force	launched	a	new	two-year	plan	
containing	overarching	goals,	its	long-term	recommendations	and	key	performance	
measures.		
		
Our	first	goal	is	to	address	the	root	causes	of	hunger	so	more	Oregonians	can	
purchase	food.	Economic	stability	is	the	most	effective	permanent	solution	to	hunger	and	
food	insecurity.	If	all	working	families	and	individuals	earned	enough	to	meet	basic	
expenses,	the	need	for	food	assistance	and	other	social	services	would	be	dramatically	
reduced.	Oregonians	also	need	savings	to	carry	them	through	difficult	times.	When	people	
are	economically	stable,	they	can	rebound	more	quickly	when	faced	with	an	economic	
crisis.		
	
Our	second	goal	is	to	increase	access	to	food	through	nutrition	support	programs.	
People	who	fall	on	hard	times	face	the	challenge	of	making	ends	meet	until	their	
circumstances	turn	around.	Some	Oregonians,	such	as	seniors	on	a	fixed	income	and	people	
living	with	a	disability,	will	face	this	challenge	each	month.	Strong	nutrition	support	
programs	can	respond	to	those	who	need	immediate,	short	term	and	ongoing	support	to	
avoid	hunger.		
	
The	full	set	of	recommendations,	as	well	as	comprehensive	research	on	the	status	of	
hunger	in	Oregon	are	available	online	at	www.OregonHungerTaskForce.org.		
	
During	this	legislative	session,	the	Task	Force	recommends	that	the	state	continue	the	
investments	it	has	made	to	fight	hunger.	We	invite	members	of	the	legislature	to	look	to	the	
Task	Force	as	a	resource,	both	to	learn	more	about	the	status	of	hunger	in	this	state	and	to	
help	analyze	the	impact	of	policy	proposals	on	those	experiencing	hunger.	
	


