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Capacity building for easement holders
Succession planning workshops

Study of Oregon estate tax
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Six diverse nonprofits, OWEB,
one farmer, one rancher

R

Met every 2 weeks for over
one year

P rOCeSS ¥ Nine listening sessions held
| A across the state




HB 3249 Supporting Organizations

—r g\‘\‘“,,///é,
Oregon - ISt
Cattlemen's Sustainable

TheNature @
Conservancy

Association Northwest Protecting nature. Preserving life’
o Q‘\OF (ONSQ%/)
OREGON
FARM
BUREAU
5 d ™
/z 1000 |
friends .
of Oregon e
Ore 9[! VSEEgtre T RO U T w It's Your I:In.z;ﬂn

UNLIMITED

Extension Service




HB 3249 Co-sponsors

Chief Sponsors Reqgular Sponsors Reqgular Sponsors
Rep. Clem Rep. Gomberg Rep. Power
Rep. Witt Rep. Helm Rep. Smith DB
Rep. Buehler Rep. Huffman Rep. Smith G
Rep. Johnson Rep. Whishant
Rep. Lively Sen. Beyer
Rep. Marsh Sen. Boquist
Rep. McLain Sen. Frederick
Rep. Nearman Sen. Hansell
Sen. Roblan
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WHY WE NEED

HB 3249







OREGON WORKING LANDS DATA BANK

Zoning Designation *
Agriedton EFU
Othes Agricatr sl Type

B Rangeland

Red overlay represents
conservation
opportunity areas
according to the
Oregon Conservation
Strategy.
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$8.2 BILLION

Agriculture is Oregon’s 2nd
largest economic driver.
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25%

OF OREGON’S
63 MILLION

ACRES.




OVER THE NEXT 20 YEARS,

OF OREGON'’S

AGRICULTURAL LANDS
WILL CHANGE HANDS
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84% of Oregon farms are sole propri

suggestifig they have not dofe the

splanning for succession.
. S I
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NEW AND
GROWING
COMPETITION
FOR OREGON
FARMLAND
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Investment and
Development
Companies



Oregon’s unique land use program has
slowed development of open space

Land Use
-alone is
) Ot €nou gh~

But 500,000 acres have been removed
from agricultural use and 65,500 acres
S -3 from EFU since the program was created

.
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There are over 50 permitted non-farm
uses on EFU




A conservation easement Is a

Easements &
~Covenants

« voluntary legal agreement

« petween a landowner and land
trust or government agency that

 permanently limits use of the land
to protect its conservation values




“Working lands easements” are

Easements & conservation easements that allow
~Covenants

agricultural and/or forestry

Covenants are 20-50 years

Land Trusts and Soil & Water
Conservation Districts

Growing landowner demand




How easements preserve working landscapes

Landowners
convey working
lands easements

or covenants
through the
Oregon
Agricultural
Heritage Program

Landowners form
close partnerships
with conservation
organizations and
agencies for land
management and
succession
planning

Landowners
access programs
to maximize
landowner's
priorities and
environmental
quality

Secure
investments
permanently with

easements or for
20-50 years with a
covenant

Save millions of
dollars from
threatened or
endangered
species listings by
preventing
habitat loss and in
economic viability
by protecting soil
and water quality
of the land




Oregon does not have a match program for
working lands easements

N R CS AC E P-AL E Offe s Funding for a working lands easement*
0] 1 with federal match dollars _ Oregon Ag,;irzut;;? | Heritage
50-75% match for working L Prog

*An easement's value depends on the negotiated property
rights (like development) that the landowner agrees to sell or

I a n d S e aS e m e n tS donate. Conservation easements do not change the tax rate
" if the land was already in farm and forest deferral.

28 other states have
state match programs andonner

donation
for ACEP-ALE.

O re g O n h a.S O n Iy Fll;t/d:n this case.) Oregon's contribution is

a small, but essential,

" 0 f lever to protect this
re C e Ive d O > 1 9 /O O AThe Agricultural Act of 2014, enacted on February 7,2014, ¢ idate pl’opel’ty.

the authorities of the former Wetlands Res:

rogram, Grassl
and Farmand Ranch Lands Protection Pro ino
A EP_ALE Funds EemetPg m (ACEP). ACEP provide cian echnic:
C n conserve agricultural lands and wetlands and their related ben: ft
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ACEP dollars received and acres enrolled in 2014 and 2015 between states with
and without a state match agricultural conservation easement program

M States without a state match program M States with a state match program

Financial Assistance A 68% difference in ACEP dollars received for
dollars received - 526,113.9 purchasing easements and for implementing

(in thousands of _ $82 534.0 conservation practices.
dollars) T

Total Technical and A 65% difference in total ACEP dollars received.

Fnancial Assistance | $205550

dollars received

inthousands of |

dollars) $229,550.5

Total Agricultural Land _ 17741 1
Easement acres .
A 45% difference in acres conserved

77614.6
2014 and 2015 with ACEP funding.



Voluntary tool

COnServati on Establishes strategies for
Man agement property stewardship

Separate from, but complementary
to easements and covenants

Helps prevent need for environmental
regulation, e.g. species listing
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HB 3249 For program elements and

AH Fund administration
Separate from OWEB

Administered through OWEB




Develops rules

0 HB 3249 ' - Oversees program and investments
Ccommission.

Separate and advisory to OWEB

11 members representing natural
resources, agriculture, and Tribes







“I would ask what the cost
concrete or developed” E— ‘

Woody Wolfe, Wallowa County rancher
who has one working lands easement
and Is conveying another.




