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Chair Helm, Vice-Chair Johnson, Vice-Chair Power, and Members of the House
Committee on Energy and Environment,

Thank you for the opportunity to testify today. For the record, my name is Damon
Motz-Storey. | am on the staff of Oregon Physicians for Social Responsibility and | am a
resident of Representative Keny-Guyer’s district in southeast Portland. | am here today
to express my dismay at the Senate’s passing of SB 990 and to urge you not to support
this misguided bill or the principles contained in it. Nuclear power has not reached the
point of being safe enough in order to qualify as a socially responsible source of power.
The health impacts of radioactive waste are too great to ignore.

For several years in the early 1990’s, my parents taught English in a town called
Sasebo just outside of Nagasaki, Japan. They saw firsthand the lasting generational
trauma of Nagasaki’s nuclear bombing from World War Il. My family has remained very
good friends with many of their colleagues from Japan. When the Fukushima reactor
melted down, their reactions were largely along the lines of: “Here we go again,
radioactivity will once more harm and end lives and break apart Japanese families and
communities.”

This perspective was important as | grew up amidst the rapid acceleration of deadly
climate change. It is very clear to me that nuclear technology as it stands has no place
in the rapid and just transition to clean and renewable energy that our climate and
communities so desperately need. As a young person fresh out of college and at the
very beginning of my career, | am deeply concerned about the extremely long-lasting
impacts of radioactive waste. There is a lot of skin and breast cancer in my family, so |
know that no family deserves to be impacted by the tragedy of cancers and the other
health impacts of living near nuclear waste.

| strongly urge you to oppose SB 990 so that no loopholes to Oregon’s sensible 1980
moratorium will be created that could allow harm to the health of Oregon’s families. |
hope to have a whole lot of decades ahead of me, I'd like to see that future powered by
wind, solar, and other truly renewable forms of energy, not nuclear power. Thank you.
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Wednesday, May 24th, 2017

Chair Helm, Vice-Chair Johnson, Vice-Chair Power, and Members of the House Committee on
Energy and Environment,

I strongly urge you to reject SB 990 and protect the health of Oregonians from the

threat of nuclear waste.

In 1980, Oregonians voted to require that statewide voter approval and a permanent
disposal site is built for the highly radioactive and long-lived waste it generates, before any

new nuclear power plants be built in the state. Nearly 40 years later there is still no

permanent disposal site established for high-level radioactive waste — yet SB 990 in Oregon’s
State Legislature would allow some types of nuclear power plants to be built.

The extremely difficult problem of safely storing nuclear waste that remains lethal for
centuries and dangerous for millennia has not been solved. Senate Bill 990 is a bill that would
create a special exemption from Oregon’s 1980 voter-passed moratorium on nuclear power
plant construction for small modular reactors. Instead of requiring a statewide vote, the bill
would allow cities and counties to vote for nuclear reactors of 300 megawatts or less without a
permanent repository for the high-level radioactive waste they would create.

The proposed smaller reactors create the same kind of high-level radioactive waste
generated at Oregon’s now-closed nuclear power plant, Trojan (1,000 megawatts) created.
The orphaned waste from Trojan still sits in heavily shielded casks on a concrete pad next to
the Columbia River, awaiting permanent disposal. Should the shielding fail for any reason,
workers would receive a lethal dose of radiation within minutes even though the plant has
been closed for more than two decades.

We have a moral obligation to protect the Oregonians from the health and financial
impacts of the generation of more nuclear waste that we still have no plan to safely dispose.
Add your name to our sign-on letter to tell your legislators to reject Senate Bill 990 and keep
our nuclear waste protections intact.

Sincerely,

Pamela Allee 7425 N Portsmouth Ave Portland OR 97203
Steven Amick 23360 S Viola Welch Rd Beavercreek OR 97004
Helen Anderson 435 E Exeter St Gladstone OR 97027
Hal Anthony 3995 Russell Rd Grants Pass OR 97526
Patricia Armstrong PO Box 653 Yachats OR 97498
Stanley Aschenbrenner 1225 Oak Terrace Lake Oswego OR 97034
Gail Barnard, MACCC 1260 Rockinghorse Lane Lake Oswego OR 97034
Kathleen Barnebey 3433 McNary Pkwy Lake Oswego OR 97035
Barbara Bartschi 5117 SE Naef Rd Milwaukie OR 97267
Ben Basin 515 SE 19th Ave. Portland OR 97214
Bruce Bauer PO Box 1604 Medford OR  9y501
Brian Beinlich 6441 SW Seymour St Portland OR 97221
Becky Bell-Greenstreet 1079 State St North Bend OR 97459
Tom Bender 38756 Reed Rd Nehalem OR 97131
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