House Energy and Environment

Chair Helm, vice chairs and committee,

Thank you for hearing SB 634. | think this is a very good bill that can accomplish many
things. It has been a proven cost saver and dependable method for the facilities that have
installed this type of technology for producing electricity and heat. For example for
schools that have done this the savings can free up funding to purchase new books and
needed new scientific tools for our children. It will create additional rural jobs in our
forests making the woody pellets used in this type of equipment. As this dead and dying
woody biomass is removed from our forests it lowers the chance of major forest fires that
pollute our air and water and destroys private and public lands.

This new technology meets all EPA and DEQ emission standards and this equipment is
produced right here in Oregon creating good high paying jobs.

I urge you to pass this much needed SB 634 which would make woody biomass eligible
for the 1 %% percent energy credit.

Thank you,
Bill J. Kluting

Legislative Affairs Representative
Carpenters Industrial Council



a commercial boiler of a size that would
heat a school or a small hospital or a Forest
Service ranger station — if only there were

more of these nearby.

So Malheur started looking for ways to

build a market close to home.

A LOCAL ECONOMY

Some school districts bought in. A hospital.
A smalllocal airport. They got rid of boilers
that ran on propane or heating oil and

replaced them with modern, clean-burning

pellet boilers. Their heating bills went down.

There's now a cluster of seven schools and
other institutions nearby that buy heating
fuel in bulk from Malheur's pellet mill.
This commerce means more than one
company staying afloat; it creates jobs, saves

schools money and reduces oil imports.

“You cannot be a pure sawmill and survive”
in eastern Oregon, Daucsavage says now.
And he adds, “I don't think you could do a
stand-alone pellet facility. But when you

throw this all together you have a chance.”

BIOMASS HEAT AT INSTITUTIONAL BUILDINGS IN OREGON
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are manufactured in Oregon by SolaGen

* Compared to older heatlng syslems, mostly fueled by oil or propane.

lnc., which is based in St. Helens. ** Was installed in a new building; didn't replace an older heating system.




