May 5, 2017

Dear Senator Manning;:

While fully in support of putting an end to the practice of texting while driving, we the undersigned
members of the Valley Radio Club of Oregon — chartered in 1932 and the oldest radio club in the
State - believe that Senate Bill 2’s lack of exemption for amateur radio operators using their
radios in a moving vehicle is grossly short-sichted and poses a significant threat to emergency
communications and emergency response here in Oregon.

FCC-licensed amateur radio operators’ primary use of mobile radios is over a network of repeater
stations built and maintained with their own time and money. These stations, typically located at
high altitudes, provide coverage over large areas, and on any given day are used to relay travel-
related information, reach help when beyond cell service and continually make sure their
equipment is in good repair and work together to ensure best practices are used whenever
operating.

Oregon lies in the Cascadia fault zone. In the routine course of communicating with one another
on a daily basis, amateur radio operators constantly participate in skill maintenance drills and
ensure on a daily basis the proper performance of vital communications equipment that is critical
to the safety of ALL Oregonians in emergencies. In doing so, they are perpetually poised as a
primary emergency resource for a Cascadia event (and played a large role during the 2016 FEMA
Cascadia Rising exercise). Cascadia preparedness includes deep reliance on that very same
network we use in our vehicles every day: well-trained amateur radio operators, mobile amateur
radio equipment, and amateur radio repeaters. A well-trained operator is well-prepared to provide
service to the public in times of emergency, while an untrained (or infrequently-trained) operator
is of little use to anyone in time of emergency.

Criminalizing the use of the existing mobile amateur radio infrastructure, as SB2 does in its
current state, will only serve to decay this vital public resource.

Permitting amateur radio operators to continue using their mobile equipment will allow them to
remain well-trained and ready to use their microphonesin their vehiclesto serve their
communities at a moment’s notice.

We ask that you carefully consider the serious (and certainly unintended) consequences of SB2’s
current language, and reinstate the exclusion exactly as it exists today:

(4) It is an affirmative defense to a prosecution of a person under this section that the person:

"(h) Holds a valid amateur radio operator license issued or any other license issued by the
Federal Communications Commission and is operating an amateur radio;"

Respecttully,
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Email (optional)
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Signature Name & Callsign Email (optional)
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