
EARLY CHILDHOOD EQUITY FUND

$V�2UHJRQ�EHFRPHV�PRUH�GLYHUVH��LWōV�LPSHUDWLYH�WKDW�RXU�VWDWH�LQYHVW�LQ�FXOWXUDOO\�VSHFLƓF�SURJUDPV�WKDW�OHDG�WR�EHWWHU�
RXWFRPHV�IRU�FKLOGUHQ�RI�FRORU��,Q�2UHJRQ��������RI�EDELHV�ERUQ�DUH�FKLOGUHQ�RI�FRORU�DQG�LQ�ƓYH�2UHJRQ�FRXQWLHV�
PRVW�RI�WKH�XQGHU�ƓYH�SRSXODWLRQ�DUH�FKLOGUHQ�RI�FRORU��SULPDULO\�IURP�/DWLQR�IDPLOLHV��7KUHH�DGGLWLRQDO�FRXQWLHV�DUH�
SURMHFWHG�WR�VHH�WKHLU�XQGHU�ƓYH�SRSXODWLRQV�VKLIW�WR�PDMRULW\�FKLOGUHQ�RI�FRORU�LQ�WKH�QHDU�IXWXUH��:KLOH�IDPLOLHV�RI�
color and their young children are a large and growing part of Oregon’s early learning community, they do not have 
DFFHVV�WR�SURJUDPV�VSHFLƓFDOO\�GHVLJQHG�WR�PHHW�WKHLU�FXOWXUDO�RU�OLQJXLVWLF�QHHGV�

7KH�VWDWHōV�FXUUHQW�OLVW�RI�IXQGHG�SURJUDPV�HDFK�SOD\�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�UROH�LQ�WKH�OLYHV�RI�WKH�IDPLOLHV�WKH\�VHUYH��7KH\�DUH�D�YDOXDEOH�
and necessary part of Oregon’s early learning system; however, Oregon must do more to meet the needs of children of color. 

Despite strong results, current state funding for early childhood education is restricted to a small number of programs, keeping 
RUJDQL]DWLRQV�WKDW�SURYLGH�FXOWXUDOO\�VSHFLƓF�SURJUDPPLQJ�IURP�DFFHVVLQJ�SXEOLF�IXQGV��2UHJRQ�QHHGV�D�ZD\�WR�DGGUHVV�WKLV�
GLVSDULW\��2UHJRQ�KDV�PDQ\�ZHOO�HVWDEOLVKHG��FXOWXUDOO\�VSHFLƓF�HDUO\�OHDUQLQJ�SDUHQWLQJ�VXSSRUW�SURJUDPV�WKDW�KDYH�D�WUDFN�UHFRUG�
of supporting school readiness and family stability, and excel at recruiting and retaining families of color and families that do not 
VSHDN�(QJOLVK�LQWR�WKHLU�SURJUDPPLQJ��&RQVLGHU�WKH�RXWFRPHV�WKDW�/DWLQR�1HWZRUNōV�SURJUDP��-XQWRV�$SUHQGHPRV��LV�DEOH�WR�
achieve for Spanish speaking families: 

7KURXJK�WKH�FUHDWLRQ�RI�DQ�(DUO\�&KLOGKRRG�(TXLW\�)XQG��GHGLFDWHG�WR�FXOWXUDOO\�VSHFLƓF�HDUO\�OHDUQLQJ�VHUYLFHV��2UHJRQ�FDQ�
take an important step toward closing this opportunity gap for children of color in communities across the state.

���$�UHSRUW�E\�WKH�&RDOLWLRQ�RI�&RPPXQLWLHV�RI�FRORU�ƓQGV�GLVSDULWLHV�LQ�DFFHVV�WR�SUH�N�
���H[SHULHQFHV�IRU�FKLOGUHQ�RI�FRORU��2QO\�����RI�/DWLQR�FKLOGUHQ������RI�1DWLYH�$PHULFDQ�
���FKLOGUHQ������RI�$VLDQ�FKLOGUHQ�DQG�����RI�$IULFDQ�$PHULFDQ�FKLOGUHQ�KDYH�DFFHVV��,Q�WKH�
���VWDWHōV�SXEOLFO\�IXQGHG�+HDG�6WDUW�SURJUDP��������FKLOGUHQ�Ŋ�DERXW�KDOI�RI�WKH�SURJUDPōV�
���SRSXODWLRQ�Ŋ�DUH�FKLOGUHQ�RI�FRORU�
 ��,Q�WKH�VWDWHōV�ODUJHVW�KRPH�YLVLWLQJ�SURJUDP������IDPLOLHV�RI�FRORU�HQUROOHG�LQ������������
���DQG�����UHPDLQHG�LQ�WKH�SURJUDP�DIWHU�D�\HDU��6WDWH�IXQGLQJ�IRU�KRPH�YLVLWLQJ�LV�UHVWULFWHG�
���WR�WKUHH�HYLGHQFH�EDVHG�PRGHOV��ZLWKRXW�ŴH[LELOLW\�IRU�FXOWXUDOO\�VSHFLƓF�PRGHOV��

-  84% of children in the program increased their recognition of written letters and      
   85% entered kindergarten with an increased ability to match letters with their sounds

�������RI�FKLOGUHQ�LQ�WKH�SURJUDP�LQFUHDVHG�WKHLU�DELOLW\�WR�FRXQW�DQG�����HQWHUHG�
���NLQGHUJDUWHQ�ZLWK�DQ�LQFUHDVHG�DELOLW\�WR�PDWFK�QXPEHUV�DQG�TXDQWLWLHV��

������RI�SDUHQWV�UHSRUW�UHDGLQJ�ZLWK�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�DW�OHDVW���WLPHV�HDFK�ZHHN��

�������RI�FKLOGUHQ�ZHUH�UHJLVWHUHG�IRU�NLQGHUJDUWHQ�RQ�WLPH��

“In Juntos I have learned how to read stories to my daughter.  I’ve noticed a big change in her, 
because even though she doesn’t know how to read yet by herself, she pays more attention when I 

read, and she memorizes the whole book so she can read it back to me.” 
- Ventura Park Juntos Aprendemos parent participant


