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Chairs and Committee members, thank you for your time today. United Way works
across all sectors within our community to break the cycle of childhood poverty in our
region. We are dedicated to this cause because we know it pays long-term dividends for

our children, their families, and our economy.

The federal Earned Income Tax Credit is the most effective poverty reduction program
available to our residents. Multiple studies have shown that the EITC lifts over half the
children whose families receive the credit out of poverty.'.2 Our largest self-sufficiency
program and most effective anti-poverty tool is critically underutilized in Oregon. More

than 1 in 4 people eligible for the credit are not claiming it.3

The United Way supports SB 398 because it helps educate tax payers about this
important credit simply and directly. Families who are poor, despite steady work, make
up over 72% of all Oregon Families.# In Oregon, 45% of school children live in low
income households.5 Last year, we helped over 10,000 families claim these tax credits
that put cash in their pockets for food, rent, and other basic needs so their kids could
focus on school. We believe we can work to Improve lives, strengthen communities and

advance equity by mobilizing the caring power of people across our state.

Thank you for your attention.
Keith Thomajan, President & CEO
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