
On  August  29, 
2013, U. S. Deputy 
Attorney  General 
James  M.  Cole  is‐
sued  a  memoran‐
dum outlining how 
the Department of 
Justice will enforce 
the  federal  Con‐
trolled  Substances 
Act of 1970 regard‐
ing  marijuana.  He 
listed  8  points  the 
federal  govern‐
ment  will  act  to 
prevent  if  any  of 
these  points  are 
violated  in  states 
that have legalized 
marijuana  for 
medical  and/or 
recreational use: 
1.  Preventing  the 
distribution of ma‐
rijuana to minors 

2.  Preventing  rev‐
enue from the sale 
of marijuana  from 
going  to  criminal 
enterprises, 
gangs, and cartels 
3.  Preventing  the 
diversion  of  mari‐
juana  from  states 
where  it  is  legal 
under  state  law  in 
some  form  to oth‐
er states 
4.  Preventing 
state‐authorized 
marijuana  activity 
from being used as 
a  cover  or  pretext 
for  the  trafficking 
of  other  illegal 
drugs or other  ille‐
gal activity 
5.  Preventing  vio‐
lence  and  the  use 
of  firearms  in  the 

cultivation  and  distri‐
bution of marijuana 
6.  Preventing 
drugged  driving  and 
the  exacerbation  of 
other  adverse  public 
health  consequences 
associated  with  mari‐
juana use 
7.  Preventing  the 
growing  of  marijuana 
on  public  lands  and 
the  attendant  public 
safety  and  environ‐
mental dangers posed 
by  marijuana  produc‐
tion on public lands 
8.   Preventing mariju‐
ana  possession  or  use 
on federal property 
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By Shirley Morgan  

Recently  I had  the oppor‐
tunity  to  join  an  illegal 
medical  marijuana  bust 
with  the  Washington  
Drug Task Force Team  in 
Washington  State,  head‐
ed  by  Commander  John 
Horch.   As a      citizen ob‐
server  I  watched  the  or‐
ganization of the team as 
it  approached  the  sus‐
pected property to dismantle this 
operation.  It was a birds eye view 
of how  the marijuana black mar‐

ket    continues  to  be 
alive  and  well  in 
States  that  have  at‐
tempted  to  legalize 
medical  and  recrea‐
tional marijuana.  

An investor from Tex‐
as purchased a     rural 
Washington  property 
for  $400,000  cash 
with  the  intent  to 
engage  a  local  grow‐

er  from  Oregon    to  fabricate  a 
fake medical marijuana grow.    In 
Washington growers are required 

to  display  a  legitimate  doctors 
recommendation  to  grow  15 
plants for medical marijua‐
na  cardholders.  Four  fake 
recommendations  were 
neatly posted on  the wall. 
To attempt to make things 
look official they had white 
jackets made with a medical ma‐
rijuana  logo on  it hanging  in  the 
grow  areas.    The marijuana was 
sold  to  a  middle  man,  profits 
were  split  between  the  grower 
and Texas  investor, and the mid‐
dle  man  sold  it  to  Oregon  and 
Washington dispensaries.  

 

Sophisticated 
grow lights,  
timed watering 
and lighting 
systems and 
drying rooms 
were well posi‐
tioned through‐
out the opera‐
tion.   
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There were two large metal barns 
that had been turned into various 
marijuana growing rooms. As you 
entered  each  building  the  skunk 
smell of pot was so bad that you 
wondered    how  anyone  could 
possibly work  inside one of these 

buildings,  clearly  re‐
vealing the  employee 
safety  risks  for  those 
involved in the grow.  

This  very orga‐
nized  opera‐
tion  had  al‐
ready  been 
busted  in  No‐

vember  of  2016  and  the  Drug 
Task Force Team was back again 
in February of 2017   to dismantle  
the operation again, showing the 
flagrant  disrespect  for  the  law.  
The difference this time was that 
everything  including  equipment, 
pot,  land,  and  bank  accounts 
were seized. 

The  trimming  table with an above 
area  look out was another illustra‐
tion of the shadiness of this  illegal 
operation.  
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sors and retailers are taking over com-
plete areas in our rural residential com-
munities.  In Boring Oregon of the 188 
marijuana land use applications over 
20% has targeted various areas of our 
rural residential farming community to 
set up their pot industry.  In a 3 mile 
radius 5 commercial pot grows many 
unknown medical marijuana grows, bu-
tane hash oil processing center and 2 
marijuana wholesalers.  Outrageous!  As 
you can see from the chart, the unincor-
porated area of Boring has been overrun 
with pot production facilities impacting 
the communities, public safety, quality of 
life, and property values.  

 

It is being touted that Clackamas County 
land use regulations are being used as a 
model for other counties, yet their land 
use regulations are the most liberal in the 
State and have opened up the door for 
commercial marijuana growing in almost 
every zone in the  County.   http://
w w w . c l a c k a m a s . u s / p l a n n i n g /
marijuana.html 

Pot growers have little respect for the 
environment or the surrounding neigh-
bors.  Many are cutting down all of the 
trees and many of the properties are 
surrounded by smaller lot rural residential 
land owners who now will be greatly 
impacted by these large outdoor pot 
grows.  Pot growers, wholesalers, proces-

 

The  goals  of  the  Washington 

Drug Task Force team are  to dis‐

trupt and dismantle drug traffick‐

ing organizations, conduct  inves‐

tigations  of  mid  and  upper‐left 

drug  dealers/manufacturers,  in‐

vestigate  and  problem  solve  re‐

lated to neighborhood drug prob‐

lems,  promote  inter‐agency  co‐

operation,  promote  interdiscipli‐

nary  cooperation  of  fighting 

drugs,  analyze  and  disseminate 

intelligence, maintain  a  commu‐

nications  network  between  law 

enforcement,  and  be  an  educa‐

tional and  informational resource 

for  community  partners  regard‐

ing illegal drugs.    

Citizens  rarely  have  the  oppor‐

tunity to see what really goes on 

behind  the  scenes  and  the  risks 

involved  in  maintaining  public 

safety  in  our  communities.    This 

was  a  well  organized  drug  task 

force  team  who  clearly  sent  a 

message  to  the  illegal drug deal‐

ers  that Washington  is not going 

to tolerate illegal drug activity.   I 

applaud them! 

THE COLE MEMO ISN’T WORKING! 
This  bust  clearly  demonstrates  that  the  Cole 

Memo   which has  allowed  states  to  experiment 

with medical and recreational marijuana has only 

opened the doors for such operations as this, who made not one but two 

attempts to set up fake illegal medical marijuana operations in the middle 

of  our  rural  residential  communities,  exhausting    local  law  en‐

forcement resources.    

	ALARMING BURN PILE !	
A burn pile was found 
behind  the  buildings 
that  included  pesti‐
cide fill dirt pot hold‐
ers,  paint  cans,  plas‐
tic piping proving the 
dangerous  environ‐
mental  damage  to 
the surrounding area.   

6 GROW ROOMS WERE COMPLETELY DISMANTELED IN 5 HOURS   
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 Monthly Connections  

 Quarterly New View Newsletter 

 Quarterly Community Educational 
Forums –Focus Marijuana 

 Annual Nat’l Safe Drug Policy Summit-
Focus Marijuana –April 17-18 2018 

 Web Trainings  

 Small groups meetings  

 

 

 

 

 

We believe we are socially responsible for    
preserving public safety, quality of life, and 
protection of property values on behalf of 
our communities and for the legacy of our 
children.  

CONNECTIONS 

www.protectoursociety.org  

P. O. Box 1351  

Welches, Oregon 97067  

 

BLACK MARKET MARJIUANA  

FLOURISHES IN WASHINGTON STATE  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Produced in  Oregon  

Consultant, Trainer, Speaker 
      Building partnerships between    

citizens and government officials to 
help develop safe drug policies.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uTLLU
KsbyaY&feature=youtu.be  

 

 

Washington Drug Task Force team intercepted a 
full size Dodge Ram 1500 pick up that was being 
loaded on a semi‐truck for cross country trip.  
The driver of  the semi noticed an odd smell 
when loading the truck.  The Semi had a hidden 
compartment underneath truck bed with 101 
lbs. total of processed marijuana being put on 
semi truck  headed for Charlotte South Caroli‐
na , 54 lbs. of it found in safe in back seat.  

Goes for $4,000 a lb. on East Coast – Over   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo’s provided by Washington Drug Task  Force            
March 1, 2017 
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