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Chair Clem and Committee Members, I represent the National Wildfire Suppression Association.

Our membership consists of professional wildland fire service vendors that contract with the
agencies to provide resources to help suppress wildfires. Eighty percent of our members are based
out of Oregon, and represent over 6500 wildland firefighters and over 3800 pieces of equipment for
fire suppression in the Pacific Northwest. We make up 40% of all resources utilized nationally and
up to 75% of resources for both the state agencies and federal agencies in the Oregon &
Washington. We consider ourselves a true partner within Oregon's complete and coordinated fire
protection system.

We support the effort to further conversation with all parties involved in wildfire about how all
resources are dispatched to fires on Oregon Department of Forestry Jurisdiction. We have had this
conversation with representatives of Oregon Department of Forestry for the past year, and believe
that it is a conversation that needs to be had so there is a clear path of understanding to all
partners how resources will be utilized. We believe that this could be resolved with a open dialogue
with players representing the landowners, agency personnel and contract community at the table.

We support the landowners of Oregon who are our customer for services that we provide and
support that the position that they have put considerable efforts into fire plans to provide for initial
attack on their own land and that they should sustain that capability without interference.

Oregon Department of Forestry played a lead role in developing our industry in hand crews back in
the 80’s and that has been a successful program, and we want them to continue to take that lead
with all other resources of which we are part of.




We believe the discussion needs to be had about how all resources after initial attack are currently
being dispatched by Oregon Department of Forestry. It is paramount to the success of containing
wildfires in the most efficient, cost effective manner, and there needs to be clear guidance for all
resources available how their will be ordered by Oregon Department of Forestry to assist in
achieving the common goal.

Our vendors create up to 10,000 jobs during the height of the fire season in rural areas of Oregon
and keep Oregon dollars coming back to Oregon through our dispatches and agreements. We
believe that it is in the best interest of Oregon and its landowners to support our local vendors, and
ensure that the best possible resources are dispatched based not only on cost but performance.

We would like to see Oregon Department of Forestry take the lead in a conversation around this
topic in the spirit of keeping with Oregon Department of Forestry’s Complete and Coordinated Fire
Protection System.

Mailing: P.O. Box 330 PHONE  (877) 676-6972
Lyons, OR 97358 FAX (866) 854-8186
E-MAIL  info@nwsa.us
WEB SITE http://www.nwsa.us
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