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April 10, 2017

Representative Ann Lininger, Chair, House Committee on Economic
Development and Trade
Members, House Committee on Economic Development and Trade

Re: Opposition of HB 3142
Dear Chair Lininger and Members of the Committee,

The NW Energy Coalition is writing today in opposition to HB 3142. The NW
Energy Coalition is an alliance of about 100 environmental, civic and human
service organizations, progressive utilities and businesses in Oregon, Washington,
Idaho, Montana and British Columbia. We work primarily in the electric and
natural gas sectors to promote development of renewable energy and energy
conservation, consumer protection, low-income energy assistance, and fish and
wildlife restoration on the Columbia and Snake Rivers.

HB 3142 would utilize funds collected from customers of Portland General
Electric (PGE) and Pacificorp, that are currently entrusted to the Energy Trust of
Oregon and used for purposes related to reducing system costs of these utilities,
to create a brownfield clean up loan fund.

The Energy Trust of Oregon currently provides programs that help customers
of these two utilities reduce energy costs, increase productivity, contribute
health and safety benefits, and reduce environmental impacts including
greenhouse gas reductions. The Energy Trust is model organization that
produces significant results for Oregon households, businesses and
industry. The Oregon Public Utility Commission oversees the organization
and the current programs and management are effective and thorough —
ensuring that utility customer resources are spent efficiently and
effectively to reduce system costs and individual consumer bills.

The loan fund called for using public purpose charge dollars in this bill is
an improper use of these customer funds. This type of fund diversion is
considered to run afoul of the uniform taxation clause of the Oregon
Constitution. Furthermore, because these funds are provided by PGE and
Pacificorp customers, using money from electricity customers in one part
of the state for programs outside those utility territories violates not only
the legislated purpose of these funds, but also general principles of just use
of funds. Lastly, diversion to this loan program would subject Energy
Trust of Oregon, and the funds themselves, to unacceptable risk that is
frankly unrelated to the intended legislative purpose of these funds.
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For these reasons, we respectfully ask you to oppose HB 3142. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

\1@5, Q ';rzv

Wendy Gerlitz
Policy Director



