Iron Triangle L.L.C.
P.O. Box 325 541 575-2102
John Day, OR 97845 CCB 130005 Fax 541 575-2333

March 23, 2017

TO: Senator Richard Devlin, Co-Chair, Joint Committee on Ways and Means
Representative Nancy Nathanson, Co-Chair, Joint Committee on Ways and Means

RE: Full funding for the Oregon Department of Forestry Federal Forest Restoration Program
Senator Devlin, Representative Nathanson, and Members of the Joint Committee on Ways and Means;

Iron Triangle LLC is writing to express our strong support for full funding of the Oregon Department of
Forestry Federal Forest Restoration Program at $4.4 million in the 2017-2019 biennium budget. This
investment, as demonstrated in the last two biennium, is critical to increasing the pace, scale, and
effectiveness of restoration of Oregon’s federal forests.

In Grant County more than 64% of the land base is managed by the USFS and BLM, statewide more than
60% of Oregon’s forests are managed by the U.S. Forest Service and Bureau of Land Management. These
forests provide diverse economic opportunities, clean air and drinking water, critical wildlife habitat, and
recreational experiences. Grant County has historically realized some of the highest unemployment
rates in the State of Oregon, we have experienced steadily declining school enrollment and given the
current funding formula for public schools this has put our schools in a death spiral. In addition, recent
research has suggested that at least 2.5 million acres of federal forestland in Eastern and Southwestern
Oregon alone requires active restoration in order to restore forest health. Changes in forest
management over recent decades has also resulted in the loss of much of the state’s forest products
infrastructure and associated jobs.

The Federal Forest Restoration Program works to support the development of a sustainable forest
products infrastructure that provides living wage jobs in restoration and stewardship of federal forests
through collaboration, innovative partnerships, and integration of science into planning and
management. The program seeks to enhance fish and wildlife habitat, reduce risk of uncharacteristic
wildfire, and produce timber supply for mills and forest products companies. Oregon pioneered the
model of forest collaboration that has expanded across the West and we take pride in moving beyond
an “us versus them” mentality towards a “triple bottom line” solutions oriented approach.

Grant County has recognized the decline in forest infrastructure, and the need for accelerated ecological
restoration of our forests. Through cooperation with the counties, State of Oregon and the US Forest
Service, the stakeholders on the Malheur National Forest began a process of collaboration nearly a
decade ago to do all we could to accelerate the pace and scale of forest restoration on the Malheur
National Forest. This process resulted in the issuance of a 10 year stewardship contract being let on the
Malheur National Forest and the commitment by the USFS to maintain a 75 MMBF harvest on the
Malheur National Forest. This has proved to require extensive cooperation, coordination and
collaboration by all stakeholders on the Malheur National Forest.
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