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Chair Gelser, Vice Chair Olsen, and Senators Dembrow, Knopp and
Monnes Anderson, OR Commiission for Women

Chair:

As a member on the Oregon Commission for Women, my fellow Dr. Barbara Spencer

commissioners and | wish to be recorded in strong support for SB 241

“Bill of Rights for Children of Incarcerated Parents.” In our state of Vice Chair:
Oregon appro>_<imately 70,000 of our child_ren have the impactfu_l and Kimberly Olson
negative experience of watching a parent be incarcerated. These children
not only lose a parent, they undergo tremendous emotional, mental, and Commissioners:
psychological trauma by being separated from the people they love and Clara Beas-Fitzgerald
depend on the most. Dr. Doris Cancel-Tirado
SB 241 will assign a taskforce of key stakeholders the work of Nikki Fisher
crafting a bill of rights to assure that these children have as positive Dr. Adrienne Ochs

experience as possible while their father or mother is in prison. These Sllamie Ve

children in Fhe state _of Oregc_)n already are ata <_j|sadvantage - one in Legislative Liaisons:
fourteen chll_dr_en W|I_I experience the_negatlve impact of watching @ ganator Laurie Monnes Anderson
parent go to jail, one in eight children live in poverty, and half are under Representative Sheri Malstrom
the age of ten years old. Furthermore, the likelihood of these children
residing in juvenile detention facilities quadruples. They are, as well,
three times more likely to drop out of high school, and African American children are 65% more
likely to end up homeless.

Oregon children pay a high price for crimes that they didn’t commit. SB 241 ensures that
children who have been separated due to a parental incarceration will be protected from further
trauma, be informed in an age appropriate manner, be heard and respected, be considered in
decision making, be cared for in a way that addresses their emotional needs, just to name a few of
its benefits. But most importantly SB 241 gives children the right to speak with, see and touch the
incarcerated parent and create a lifelong relationship with this same parent.

As a resident of Eastern Oregon and an educator, | have often watched the suffering and
distress children undergo while separated from a parent. SB241 will create a positive impact by
providing much needed support and allow organizations and other services to advocate for
children, who through no fault of their own are away from their love ones.

As a member of the Oregon Commission for Women and on behalf of my fellow
commissioners, we support this transformational bill and hope that you will do the same.

Y An A SrAP—

Clara Beas-Fitzgerald
OCFW Commissioner — Hermiston, Oregon
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