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To Whom It May Concern: - _
' RE Proposed Amendment to ORS 455 715 4553723 455 732 and 455, 740 2017 SESSIOH - LC 1874

The Clty of Rogue River isin favor of the proposed changes to the deflnltlon of ”Speual:zed Burldmg

Inspector” proposed in the bill to come before the legislature thls session. The bill will correct the )

mistake that was made in 2013 when the deflnltlon was changed to make it almost |mp055ible for small :
 jurisdictions to efﬂuently operate a building mspectlon program, ) J

* The current law ltmlts the number of certlﬁed inspectors available to City and. County bunldlng
departments There currently is a vast shortage of quallfled inspectors.available to tlmely provide
- service 6 public entltles and the prrvate construction industry in Oregon. n rural communltles
‘ especially, the lack of available mspector s drlves up permit costs'and'i mcreases mspectlon wa |t time.

I

My understandlng is that, current Iaw arbltrarlly sets a double standard for |nd|V|duaIs employed by a
- Jurlsdu:tlon and those prowdlng the identical service toa local government through a qualified and
1 certlﬂed 3 party contractor SmaIIer;unsdlctlons cannot afford to hire full-time pLIb|IC|y employed
mspectors and maintain reasonable building permit fees. Allowing the Jurlsdlctlons to contract with
.certlfled bu:ldmg 1nspectors saves public resources and ttme and guarantees that minimum bwldlng
‘ 'codes are béing met.

'The solutlon to the problem is to amend the above noted sections to change the dEfInltIOI’l of
. "Speuallzed” Buﬂdlng Inspéector”.in ORS 455.715. The proposed Ianguage that | re\newed in the
proposed draf‘t LC 1874 would a[lownmsdlctlons to provide eff|C|ent and timely response to builders’
N ‘needs increase the availability of certified mspectors reduce costs and wait times; and standardlze
- rules for building mspectors state wide.

i beheve that thls proposed change is'in the public mterest while protecting the mtegrlty ofthe various
_ adopted Oregon Specnalty Codes. Thank you for your COF\SldEI'atIOFI

f

‘ Smcere|y,

Pam VanArsdaIe Mayor

o . ) . Wearean ANEOE and comply with Section 504 of the Rehab. Act oi 1973 . .
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