Oregon Veterinary o
£ Medical Association

House Committee on Judiciary

House Bill 2637
(Position: Support)
March 29, 2017
Dear Chair Barker, Vice Chairs Olsen and Williamson, and Committee Members:
Our state has a law where it is illegal for an individual to recklessly endanger another person,
and we believe it is appropriate to adopt similar legislation with regard to intentional or

reckless action that could pose a serious risk of harm or injury to an animal.

The Oregon Veterinary Medical Association supports House Bill 2637, and we urge you to join
us in this support. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Doug)

Doug Mcinnis, DVM
Oregon Veterinary Medical Association

1880 Lancaster Dr. NE, Suite 118 Salem, OR 97305
(800) 235-3502 or (503) 399-0311
(503) 363-4218 fax * contact@oregonvma.org % Www.oregonvma.org




Oregon Veterinary ¢
D Medical Association

House Committee on Judiciary

House Bill 2625 — Forfeiture
(Position: Support}
March 29,2017
Dear Chair Barker, Vice Chairs Olsen and Williamson, and Committee Members:
The Oregon Veterinary Medical Association supports House Bill 2625.

With regard to larger-scale animal neglect and cruelty cases, we believe that prosecutors
should have discretion when considering charges — and this bills provides that allowance.

In reviewing HB 2625, we find that a forfeiture petition of impounded animals does not deny an
owner of due process. A contested hearing and finding of probable cause by a judge is required
before an animal is forfeited. In addition, the animal owner still has the opportunity to avoid
forfeiture by paying a bond that would allow for the animal’s care before trial.

We ask that you also support this legislation, and appreciate your consideration.

Sincerely,

Dou@

Doug Mcinnis, DVM
Oregon Veterinary Medical Association

1880 Lancaster Dr. NE, Suite 118 Salem, OR 97305
{800) 235-3502 or (503) 399-0311
(503) 363-4218 fax ¢ contact@oregonvma.org 4 Www.0regonvma.org




