
Chair Williamson and members of the House Rules Committee, 

 

Please support campaign finance reform bill HB 2584. 

  

Among the many goals of HB 2584, the bill better defines coordinated campaign expenditures; 

creates means to investigate campaign expenditures; and creates penalties for violations.  

  

It takes political courage to run for office. Ironically, when it comes to political speech, political 

leaders seem to be most threatened.[1]  

  

 

  

 

  

This seems particularly true since Citizens United prohibited government restriction of 

independent political expenditures by a nonprofit corporation, opening the floodgates to money 

in politics. Political expenditures by organizations independent of political parties and candidate 

campaigns are sometimes called “outside spending” which includes independent expenditures, 



electioneering communications, and communication costs. The League of Women Voters[2] says 

that independent expenditures are generally made by a very small group of people. They believe 

unlimited independent expenditures have the potential to distort the political process in many 

ways. 

  

Since the Citizen United decision, independent expenditures have skyrocketed. [3] 

  



 

  

  

Special interests use independent expenditures to pay for attack ads and increasingly use social 

media to promulgate them. This was relevant in the 2014 gubernatorial election between 

incumbent John Kitzhaber and then-Representative Dennis Richardson.[4] It is no wonder the 

Secretary of State keeps his positions under lock and key (never mind the fact that we should all 

have the ability to change our positions over time) after this YouTube ad[5].  

  

 

  

 

Attack ads manipulate the recipient by taking a politician’s voting record and public comments 

out of context. Consider the Capitol Watch PAC attack ad that threatened Rep. Hansell[6] in 

2015. This group suggested he was soft on undocumented immigrants and criminals. Another 

accusation: “It’s become painfully obvious that on some of our core issues, Sen. Hansell is 

voting with the Democrats.” If this kind of accusation came during a primary, Sen. Hansell 

would be able to investigate whether this ad was coordinated with the opponent’s campaign. 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#_ftn5


 

One can argue that action speaks louder than words--that the astute voter looks more closely at 

the nuances of a politician's votes. That only goes so far when it comes to how bills move in a 

legislature. Under the sway of paid lobbyists, bills are more likely to die in committee. 

Lobbyists, without the scrutiny of public hearings, regularly meet with politicians. One would 

never know if these lobbyists pose veiled threats that the lawmaker’s candidacy may be 

jeopardized by unfavorable support or opposition of a particular bill.  

  

Dark money in politics is a dark stain on democracy. Out-of-state corporations put their finger 

into the wind when it comes to their financial (often bipartisan) support of candidates. Oregon is 

a blue state... for now. Indeed, Oregon’s blue streak needs to be extended at Ballotopedia.[7]  

  

  

 

  

The National Conference on State Legislatures has compiled a 50-state chart summarizing states’ 

independent expenditure reporting requirements.[8] While states cannot limit independent 

expenditures, courts have upheld transparency laws, ruling that disclosure provides the public 

with valuable information about candidates and their donors. Oregon is among the states that 

require reporting based on when a person or group has exceeded a statutory threshold. The 

current trigger for reporting is when aggregate expenses exceeding $750. 



 

 

Please be politically courageous. Support HB 2584. 

  

Respectfully, 

Kris Alman 

Resident Washington County 

 

 

 

[1] https://votesmart.org/ 

[2] http://forum.lwv.org/member-resources/article/money-politics-independent-expenditures 

[3] https://www.opensecrets.org/outsidespending/cycle_tots.php 

[4] http://www.oregonlive.com/politics/index.ssf/2014/08/attack_ads_go_digital_in_orego.html   

[5] https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-OMkqQ9-ZQE 

[6] http://www.eastoregonian.com/eo/local-news/20150120/hansell-targeted-in-attack-ad 

[7] https://ballotpedia.org/Oregon_State_Legislature 

[8] http://www.ncsl.org/blog/2014/08/13/ncsl-chart-focuses-on-independent-expenditures.aspx 
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