
SB 385
 Relieves traffic congestion

 Improves motorcycle safety



Legal lane splitting = Safe lane splitting

“There’s a safe way to do it, and an unsafe way to do 

it…Most notably, it allows motorcyclists to drive 

defensively in congested traffic to avoid being rear-

ended. However, lack of information on how it should 

be done safely means different people lane split 

under safe conditions while others lane split at high 

speeds with little regard for safety.”

-- Bill Quirk, California Assemblymember, District 20



Escape Route

• Without SB 385, a rider has no escape route in stop & go situations

• Currently, safety instructors merely inform riders to check mirrors



Escape Route

• SB 385 opens up new safer options at school zone speeds



Lane splitting legalization example

• New South Wales 
legalized lane splitting in 
July, 2014 to ease 
congestion

• Similar limits to SB 385 
(30 kph or 18 mph)

• News coverage, websites 
and videos used to 
educate public, riders 
about new rules

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8oWmulSXP2w

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8oWmulSXP2w




Safe Lane splitting/filtering has public support

• 81.61% in favor (2,241 votes)

• Readers agree lane filtering will:
• Thin congestion during rush hour

• Make things safer for motorcyclists

• Go a long way to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions 

Oregonlive.com reader poll results (2015)

http://www.oregonlive.com/commuting/index.ssf/2015/04/oregon_motorcycle_lane-splitti.html

http://www.oregonlive.com/commuting/index.ssf/2015/04/oregon_motorcycle_lane-splitti.html


The time is right for SB 385

• Traffic problems in Oregon are only getting worse with no long term 
solution in place – SB 385 will help

• Lane filtering will improve rider safety by providing an easy escape 
route in the most dangerous situations

• Oregonian readers support SAFE lane splitting

• The motorcycling community will work hard to educate riders and 
drivers about safe lane filtering requirements, advantages to all


