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The Multnomah County Courthouse
o Built between 1909 and 

1914
o Seismically deficient
o Functionally obsolete
o Serious safety concerns for 

the public, defendants, 
Sheriff and Judges



Seismic Risk to Courthouse

• Courthouse not built to 
21st century seismic 
standards

• Constructed from hollow 
core bricks

• Courthouse likely to 
collapse in a major 
earthquake and could 
have major damage in a 
minor earthquake
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A quake would cause the bricks and masonry to spill outward into halls, the jury rooms and courtrooms. 



Public Safety Issues
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Courthouse
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The project will change the City of Portland skyline.
With the prominent site selection it will highlight the States and Counties commitment to justice. 



Courthouse Design elements
• 17 stories, 462,000 square feet
• Includes sally-port, separate pathways for 

defendants
• Public Defense Services will be co-located
• Project revised to include high-volume 

courtrooms, DA office
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The new Courthouse has been designed in accordance with 21st century practices around the design and operation of Courthouses.
The building is 17 stories tall with one floor below grade for mechanical equipment.






Budget and Financing
• Project Budget $300M
• State Budget for Construction $125M
• State construction contribution remains the same 

State commitment to date $32.4M
2017-19 Request 
– $92.6M for Construction

• County Portion of Budget $175M
– County commitment to date $61.3M
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Court Floor
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Courtroom
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Construction Camera
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Questions
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