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Oregon Bill To Provide 'Peer Services' To Mentally Ill
Gets First Hearing

by Kristian Foden-Vencil (/contributor/kristian-foden-vencil/) OPB | Feb. 2, 2017 2:42 p.m. | Portland

People in the mental health community are pushing a
bill in Salem this session to mandate “peer services.”

The phrase “peer services” sounds wonky. But for
someone who’s mentally ill, it basically means having
someone at their side who’s been through what
they’re experiencing.
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“Peer services make a difference in helping reduce
costly psychiatric services, incarceration,” he said. “It
helps individuals promote natural systems of support, which reduce the high end cost of
psychiatric hospitalization.”

In addition to costs, some in Salem question the research and benefits of peer services.

The bill, HB 23-04 had its first committee hearing Wednesday.
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