














































































 
 
 
 
Hello— 
My name is Ingrid Sanchez.  Thank you for the opportunity to speak today. 
 
I am a first generation college student living here in Madras, attending Central 
Oregon Community College, and receiving the Oregon Promise Grant.  I am so 
grateful for the opportunity to attend community college here in Madras.  Having 
the opportunity to go to community college here and have it be affordable is very 
important for me in reaching my educational and career goals.  I do not think I 
would be able to go to college if community college was not available here in 
Madras.  I go to school full time and work full time to help cover the costs of 
school not covered by my grants.  I hope that you will find additional funding for 
community colleges so that we can continue to access needed college programs, 
classes and services without having to pay higher tuition rates or loose 
community college access here in Madras as that will make it very difficult for me 
and my community to reach our educational and career goals.   



 
 
 
 
Good Afternoon— 
My name is Perla Valerio.  Thank you for the opportunity to speak today. 
 
I am a first generation college student living here in Madras, attending Central 
Oregon Community College (COCC), and receiving the Oregon Promise Grant.  
Without the opportunity to attend COCC through both Oregon Promise funds and 
low tuition costs I would not be going to college, or it might take me many years 
to complete a 2 year degree as I cannot afford to take out loans.  I recognize that 
my community college degree in Criminal Justice is going to make a great 
difference in my community.  As a first year and first generation COCC college 
student, I am here asking that the State Legislature come together and do 
everything you can to find funding to keep community college here in Madras 
accessible and affordable.  My peers and I, and our entire community need this 
community college.  
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