
MembersoftheCommittee,Asahamradiooperator,IfullysupportMr.Core'stestimonyassubmitted.Butadditionally,Iamappalledatthereactionary,oppressivenatureofnotjustthisbillbutofobsessiveandoverbearingregulatorypracticesofthissortingeneral.ItcomesasnosurprisethatODOT,whichneversawarestrictionorregulationitdidn'tlike,isaprimeproponentofthisbill,whichisa"wishlist"ofrestrictionsanddenialsofeverypossibleuseofagrocerylistoftechnologycomprisinganythingwhichoccurredtowhoeverwroteitatthemoment.MoreoverODOT,significantly,intheirletterintonesabout"TheCapabilitiesOfToday'sTechnology".Presumablythen,they'llbebackagainapace,importuningfuturelegislativesessionsinendlessflailingattemptstomaintainpacewith"Technology"?Driverscanbecome"distracted"byallmannerofinfluences%mostofthemhavingnothingtodowith"Technology"ofanysort.Childrencausingaruckusinthebackseatcomestomindasbeingprobablythemostcommonexample.Evenwhensome"device"isinvolved,themeansofdistractionisreallyincidental%almostanythingcanbedistracting,evenlisteningtoaradiobroacast,andmanyactivitiesotherthanoperatinga"mobileelectronicdevice"cancauseapersontoremovetheirhandfromthesteeringwheel.Peopleremoveonehand%oreven,unwisely,bothhands%fromthesteeringwheelforallmannerofthingswhiledriving%eatinganddrinking,adjustingcontrolswithinthevehicle,etc.%withoutrequiringanysortof"Mobile"devicetodistractthem.Operatingdashcontrols%particularlyentertainmentsystemcontrolsinmodernhighfidelitymusicsystems%canbeverydistracting.Todaywehavedriversplayingvideogames,usingtabletdevices,andengaginginotherarguablydistractingactivitieswith"Technology".Inthenottoodistantfuturewewillseefullyautomatedself%drivingcars,butevenwiththoseitwillbenecessaryforthedrivertobeabletoabruptlyassumecontrolofthevehicleshouldtheautomatedsystemfail%andhow,praytell,doesDOTproposetoensurethatwithmorelegislation?Forthatmatter,it'sonlymarginallyevensignificantwhethertheoffendingdeviceis"mobile"ornot(andInotethatthislegislation,almostlaughably,seekstofurther"nuance"whethersomeoneistouchingtheircellphonewithoutspeakingintoit).Someelectronicdeviceswhicharenow"mobile",willsoonbefoundembeddedinavehicle'selectronicspackage,safefromtheattentionsofthisbill(atleastuntilDOTshowsupwithanotherlitanyofcomplaintsdemandingstillmorelegislation),butwithfarmoresophisticatedandaccessablecontrolsandwithdisplayseasilyviewablebythedriver%probablyevenina"heads%up"holographicconfigurationonthewindshield,asweseeinaircrafttoday%andtherebybecomingpotentiallyevenmoredistractingthantheywereintheirprevious,muchdreadedandmaligned"Mobile"configuration.Totopitalloff,therearenowmany"MobileElectronicDevices"%andmorecoming%whicharewornformedicalpurposes,andwhichunderthelanguageofthisbillwillrendertheusersubjecttoharassmentandcitationasthoughtheyhaddaredtotouchabuttonontheircellphone.Peoplewithchronicmedicalconditionswillbefoundwearing(thedreaded)"MobileCommunication



Devices"invariouslocationsontheirbodies,allnetworkedtogetherandfeedingtheir(alsodreaded)cellphoneviaaBlueToothconnectionsothattheirconditioncanbecontinuallymonitoredremotelybyamedicalfacility%andyes,evenwhenthey'redriving(althoughIsupposeDOTcouldagitateforsimplyhavingsuchunfortunatesbannedfromtheroadcompletely).And,thesedeviceswilleventuallyallbeembeddedinan"InternetofThings",renderingthe(dreaded)communicationfunctioninseparableandindistinguishablefromthesensingandmonitoringfunctions%somethingwhichislikelytogivethewriteroffuturelegislationofthissortaterrificheadachewhentheytrytofurtherparseandrefinetherequirements.Thislegislationis,intypicalfashion,focusedonthewrongthing%thephysicalobjectsinvolvedinthemisbehavior,ratherthanthebehavioritself.Theissueiswhetherthepersonisdistractedandwhethertheirabilitytocontrolthevehicleisimpaired,notanyparticularphysicalobjectwhichmaybeinvolved.Distracteddriverscauseaccidents,andthefactthatadriverallowsthemselftobecomedistracted,notthereasonfortheirdistraction,iswhatshouldbethefocusofanylegislationdirectedatthisproblem.Enhancedpenaltiesorstrictliabilityforthosedriverswhoareactuallycauseproblems%theoneswhocauseaccidents,driveerratically,orobstructtrafficduetodistracteddriving%mayverywellbeinorder,butattemptstopatchalreadyflawedandoverbearinglegislationwithendlesstinkeringwithdescriptionsandfine%tuningofexceptionswillsimplydenyalluseofthelistedtechnologiestoeveryoneotherthanasmallselectgroupofpeople,meanwhileburdeningtheCourtswithyetanothertangledwebofnuancesandinterpretationsanddeprivingthepublicofvalid%andsometimesessential%useofvaluabletechnology.Additionally,thislegislationisaclassicexampleofa"priorrestraint"law%abridgingthepeople'sfreedomsinanticipationoftheirdoingsomethingwrong,andthustreatingusalllikeunrulychildrenwhocan'tbetrustedtomanageourownaffairsandthushavetoberestrictedandcontrolled.Thatsortofapproach%drivenbyaphilosophywhichIwon'tbothertonameherebutshouldbeapparenttoanyonewhohasbeenpayingattentionforthepastfewdecades%intheendneversolvestheproblemsitpurportstoaddress,andandservesonlytocontinuallyerodeourfreedoms.ThankYouDaveSimmonsDallas,Oregon503.243.1399


