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WAR DEPARTMENT

THE ADJUTANT GEMNERAL'S OFFICE
IN REPLY REFER TO:

WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

AG 201 Gilbert, Alfred H.
PC-N ET0133
27 July 194k

i Mrs. Beatrice V. Gilbert
14 Ozk Strest
Glens Falls, New York

Deer Mrs. Gllbert:

This letter is to confirm my recent telegram in which you
vwere regretfully informed that your husband, Private Alfred H.
Gilvert, 32,945,770, Infantry, hae been reported missing in action
in France since 19 June 194k.

I know that added distress is caused by failure to receive
more information or details. Therefore, I wish to assure you that at
any time additional information is received it will be transmitted to
you without delsy, and, if in the meantime no additional informsiion
is received, I will again communicate with you at the expiration of
three months, :

The term "missing in action™ is used only to indicate that
the whereabouts or status of an individual 1s not immediately lkmown.
It is not intended to convey the impressicn that the case is closed.
I wish to emphasize that every effort is exerted continucusly to clear
up the status of our perscnnel. Under war conditions this i1s a difficult
task as you must readily realize. Experience has shown that meny persons
reported missing in action are subsegquently reported as priscners of
war, but as this informetion 1s Twrnlshed by ccuntries with which we
are at wer, the Wer Department is helpless to expedite euchk reports.
However, in order to relieve financlal worry, Congress hae enacted
legislation which continues in force the pay, allowancee and allotments
to dependents of persomnel being carried in a missing status.

Permit me to extend tc you my heartfelt sympathy during this
pericd of uncertainty.

Major General, : r
e Adjutant General. \




