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February 17th, 2017

House Committee on Higher Education and Workforce
Representative Jeff Reardon, Chair

900 Court Street NE, Room 431

Salem, Oregon 97301

RE: Support for HB 2782 — Full Funding of OSU-Cascades Expansion
Chair Reardon and Members of the Committee:

We, the undersigned, request the Committee to approve Full Funding of OSU-Cascades
Expansion.

Bend’s economy, formerly driven by real estate and forestry related industries, is now a
powerhouse of innovative companies in diverse industries and markets. According to the Milken
Institute, Bend ranked number one among small cities in their 2016 Best-Performing Cities index,
due to wage growth, number of high tech companies and job growth. Yesterday, Bend was
ranked number one on LendingTree’s list of fast-changing U.S. communities.

The key issue for sustaining growth for companies in Bend is a qualified, college-educated work
force. Due to a dearth of talent in Central Oregon, we are forced to recruit from outside the area,
mostly out-of-state, to fuel our growth.

The campus plan as outlined by OSU-Cascades (that requires the full funding for the expansion)
will create a world-class four-year university which can meet Central Oregon’s demand for college
educated employees.

We’re only a part of the burgeoning Bend tech ecosystem, but our voices reflect the sentiment of

over 200 tech companies in Central Oregon.
Sincerely, the undersigned:
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Preston Ganicott Dino Vendetti
CEO, Five Talent Software, Inc. General Partner, Seven Peaks Ventures
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David Winter
Principal, Metolius Partners Llc
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President, Red Plate Foods, Inc.
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Co-founder, Tend.ai
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President, Nimble Development, Inc.
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CEO, Shape Integrated Software.

DocuSigned by:
( Yoy ) ules
onzﬁuﬁbalﬂk)gsDFACS,..
Principal, Human-Oriented Systems
»——DocuSigned by:

S CaaTE
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Founder, StartupBend.com
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Matt Abrams’
Investing Partner, Seven Peaks Ventures
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Director, BendTech
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Cameron Freres
Principal & Engineer, TechTools, LLC
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James Kramer
CEO, Pneuma33
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Eric D. Skidmore
Mng. Partner, Nine Peaks Solutions LLC
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David Opsahli
VP of Corporate Development
Tech Soft 3D Inc
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Mike Hawbecker

CTO, Real Time Research, Inc.
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Lewis Howe
Founder & CEO, Hueya.io







