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78th OREGON LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY--2015 Regular Session

House Bill 3148

Sponsored by Representative MCLANE, Senator COURTNEY, Representative WHITSETT; Representatives BENTZ,
ESQUIVEL, KRIEGER, SPRENGER, WHISNANT, Senator WHITSETT

SUMMARY

The following summary is not prepared by the sponsors of the measure and is not a part of the body thereof subject
to consideration by the Legislative Assembly. It is an editor’s brief statement of the essential features of the
measure as introduced.

Creates Wildfire Damage Housing Relief Account within Oregon Housing Fund. Directs Housing
and Community Services Department to use account moneys to administer grant program for as-
sisting households of lower income that suffer loss of housing due to wildfire.

A BILL FOR AN ACT
Relating to financial assistance to households of lower income following a wildfire; creating new
provisions; and amending ORS 458.620.
Be It Enacted by the People of the State of Oregon:

SECTION 1. (1) As used in this section:

(a) “Households of lower income” means persons or families residing in this state whose
federal adjusted gross income for the tax year preceding the year in which a loss of housing
due to wildfire occurs does not exceed 75 percent of the federal poverty guidelines.

(b) “Wildfire” has the meaning given that term in ORS 477.089.

(2) The Housing and Community Services Department shall administer the Wildfire
Damage Housing Relief Account to assist households of lower income that suffer a loss of
housing due to a wildfire. The department shall provide assistance from the account as
grants in the amount of $5,000 each.

(3) Notwithstanding the grant amount specified in subsection (2) of this section, if the full
payment of valid claims for assistance under this section would exceed the available balance
of the account, the department may make a pro rata reduction in grant amounts to increase
the number of claimants who receive assistance.

(4) The department may expend funds from the account to pay administrative expenses
incurred under this section.

(5) Any moneys that the department provides as assistance under this section, and any
administrative expenses incurred by the department in providing assistance under this sec-
tion, are objectively verifiable monetary losses for purposes of ORS 477.089. Any moneys re-
covered by the department for those losses shall be deposited to the account.

SECTION 2. ORS 458.620 is amended to read:

458.620. (1) There is created, separate and distinct from the General Fund of the State Treasury,
the Oregon Housing Fund, which consists of [five] six separate revolving accounts:

(a) The Housing Development and Guarantee Account;

(b) The Emergency Housing Account;

(c) The Home Ownership Assistance Account;

(d) The Farmworker Housing Development Account; [and]
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(e) The General Housing Accountl.]; and

(f) The Wildfire Damage Housing Relief Account.

(2) Earnings on investment of moneys in:

(a) The Housing Development and Guarantee Account accrue to that account.

(b) The Emergency Housing Account accrue to that account.

(c) The Home Ownership Assistance Account accrue to that account.

(d) The Farmworker Housing Development Account accrue to that account.

(e) The General Housing Account accrue to that account.

(f) The Wildfire Damage Housing Relief Account accrue to that account.

(3)(a) Moneys in the Housing Development and Guarantee Account are continuously appropri-
ated [continuously] to the Housing and Community Services Department to carry out the provisions
of ORS 458.625 and 458.630.

(b) Moneys in the Emergency Housing Account are continuously appropriated [continuously] to
the department to carry out the provisions of ORS 458.650.

(c) Moneys in the Home Ownership Assistance Account are continuously appropriated [contin-
uously] to the department to carry out the provisions of ORS 458.655.

(d) Moneys in the Farmworker Housing Development Account are continuously appropriated
[continuously] to the department to carry out the provisions of ORS 458.660.

(e) Moneys in the General Housing Account are continuously appropriated [continuously] to the
department to carry out the provisions of ORS 456.515 to 456.725.

(f) Moneys in the Wildfire Damage Housing Relief Account are continuously appropriated
to the department to carry out the provisions of section 1 of this 2015 Act.

(4) Individuals and corporations, both for profit or nonprofit, may make monetary contributions
to be credited to:

(a) The Housing Development and Guarantee Account; or

(b) The General Housing Account.

SECTION 3. Section 1 of this 2015 Act applies to a loss of housing that occurs on or after
the effective date of this 2015 Act.
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