Seventy-Eighth Oregon Legislative Assembly - 2015 Regular Session MEASURE: SIM11
STAFF MEASURE SUMMARY CARRIER: Rep. Evans
House Committee On Veterans and Emergency Preparedness
Fiscal: No Fiscal Impact
Revenue: No Revenue Impact
Action Date: 05/21/15
Action: Be Adopted.
Meeting Dates:  05/05, 05/21
Vote:
Yeas: 6 - Esquivel, Evans, Huffman, Lively, Parrish, Piluso
Exc: 1 - Boone

Prepared By: Bryan Guiney, Committee Administrator

WHAT THE MEASURE DOES:
Urges Congress to improve delivery of care to rural veterans.

ISSUES DISCUSSED:

e Ongoing concerns involving federal Veterans Administration (VA) service delivery
e Ability of rural veterans to seek care outside of 40 mile rule

EFFECT OF COMMITTEE AMENDMENT:
No amendment.

BACKGROUND:

A high percentage of veterans live in rural areas. The Veterans Health Administration’s Office of Rural Health was
created in 2007 to better serve them, but improvements have been slow and inconsistent, as the Veterans

Administration deals with ongoing scandals.

Senate Joint Memorial 11 urges Congress to support the mission of the Office of Rural Health; accelerate the pace
of improvements, eliminate inefficiencies and barriers and make care accessible to rural veterans.

This summary has not been adopted or officially endorsed by action of the Committee.

lofl



