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Seventy-Eighth Oregon Legislative Assembly - 2015 Regular Session MEASURE: HB 3475  

STAFF MEASURE SUMMARY CARRIER: Rep. Davis 

Rep. Read 

House Committee On Rules 

 

Fiscal:                No Fiscal Impact   

Revenue:         No Revenue Impact 

Action Date: 05/11/15 

Action: Do Pass.   

Meeting Dates:   04/15, 05/11 

Vote: 

 Yeas: 6 - Barnhart, Gilliam, Hoyle, Nosse, Rayfield, Smith Warner 

 Nays: 2 - Kennemer, Wilson 

 Exc: 1 - McLane 

Prepared By:  Erin Seiler, Committee Administrator 

 
WHAT THE MEASURE DOES: 
Enacts Oregon’s participation in interstate compact for election of U.S. President by national popular vote. Provides that 

compact takes effect when enacted by states cumulatively possessing a majority of all electoral votes. Establishes procedures 

requiring chief election official of each state participating in the compact to: (a) separately determine national popular vote 

winner by tallying votes in all states (those that belong to the compact and those that do not); and (b) certify the elector slate 

nominated in that state in association with the national popular vote winner. Provides mechanism for state to withdraw from 

compact. Terminates compact if Electoral College is abolished.  

 

ISSUES DISCUSSED: 

 Number of jurisdictions who have joined National Popular Vote Interstate Compact 

 Oregon’s role in presidential elections 

 Method to ensure all votes, in every state, count equally 

 Existing legislative authority to decide how to award electoral votes following presidential election 

 Ability of candidate who receives most votes to win presidential election 

 Regional and socio-demographic-based voting patterns 

 Disproportionate amount of time presidential candidates spend in “battleground states” 

 Diversifying issues addressed by candidates during presidential elections 

 Potential for increasing voter participation as people will know their vote counts 

 Makes Oregon vulnerable to voting irregularities 

 Repeal of 17
th
 Amendment 

 Implementation of interstate compact and basis for allocating Electoral College votes 

 

EFFECT OF COMMITTEE AMENDMENT: 
No amendment. 

 

BACKGROUND: 
The existing mechanism for selecting a president is through the Electoral College, in which states award all of their electoral 

votes to the candidate with the most popular votes statewide. Most presidential elections have resulted in the eventual 

Electoral College winner also winning the popular vote--but not always. The idea of electing U.S. presidents by national 

popular vote gained momentum following the presidential election in 2000, in which the losing candidate won the popular 

vote, but lost the Electoral College, and the winning candidate won the Electoral College but lost the popular vote. 

 

Several ideas have been considered to prevent this situation from occurring again including: abolishing the Electoral College, 

which requires a federal constitutional amendment and the support of the legislatures in three-quarters of the states, 
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distributing Electoral College electors within a state by proportional representation by allocating those electors through a 

combination of congressional district and statewide elector selection, and as proposed in House Bill 3475, allowing compact 

member states to award their electoral votes to the candidate with the greatest "national popular vote total." 

 

The process described in House Bill 3475 would only go into effect when the participating states that have joined the compact 

together have an absolute majority in the Electoral College. Currently, 11 jurisdictions (Maryland, New Jersey, Illinois, 

Hawaii, Washington, Massachusetts, District of Columbia, Vermont, Rhode Island, New York and California) have enacted 

legislation to join the National Popular Vote Interstate Compact. These 11 jurisdictions total 165 electoral votes or 61percent 

of the 270 electoral votes needed to be elected to the presidency. 
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